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Introduction

Chdpachdp is a language spoken in Ndop in Ngoketunjia Division
of the North West Region of Cameroon.

The purpose of this book is to enable those who can already read
and write English to be able to read and write Chdpachdp. Itis
intended that it will serve for self teaching or textbook for reading
and writing classes.

In order to use this book, the learner should start in lesson one.

Also, in order not to forget what you have learned, you need to
read and write it every day. Start with simple exercises and go on
progressively. There are answers to exercises at the end of the
book.

This book has been prepared with the help of SIL and the
Bamali language committee. The alphabet used in this book
has been devised by the Chdpachdp Language Committee. It
conforms to the General Alphabet for Cameroon Languages.



Bamali Alphabet Chart

The alphabet of the Bamali language (Provisional)

Lth maydé ma Chdpach3p

T y
Y IS
\/._z e h
N ~
to’ yén

Tones: There are 5 (five) tones in the Bamali language: Tlustrations by: Mbanji Bawe Erest
(low) kwit “a shallow basket” (rising) f3 “medicine” Bamali Language Commmittee
(mid) hoy “where” (unmarked) (falling) 3 “boundary™ Mbdons Chipach3p
(high) £ “truth” (unmarked) c/o Bamali Palace

2004, revised 2014




Lesson 1:Familiar Consonants gt
Ff, Hh, KK, LI, Mm, Nn, Pp, Tt, Ww, Yy

These letters are pronounced in Ch3pdchp tkedderchs in
English. Look at the following and reﬁlgnoloud Whehopachdp.

k

pih

ta

ti

go out

basket

dam

to bite
dry season
face

swallow

bee

to come
baboon

to put to birth
to add

to shine,to sting or
to sew

choke
father
will
despise
slaughter
catch
thing

to buy or to dry or
theire



Exercise 1
In each word below, one letter is missing which has been
underlined. Fill in the correct letter to complete the word.

o8]

Exercise 2
Now try to write a whole word in Chdpachdp. Each space is a letter.
Read the English translation and then write it in Chdpachdp.

1 father

2 come

3 slaughter __
4 basket

5 honey bee

Ch and Sh occur frequently in Chdpachdp as they do in the English
language. Although Ch and Sh are the combination of two letters,
they are each considered to be a single letter in Chdpachp,
pronounced as a single sound.



In Chdpachdp “ch” is pronounced the same as in English as in
“church”. Read aloud the following examples:

chit to cover

ﬁQHP“sh’SSSiﬁ'n “shirt” in English, is pronounced the same as in
Chdpachdp. Read the following three words

Further, “b” as in “ball” in English is always written in Chdpachdp
with an “m” in front. Read aloud the following in Chdpachdp

“dhak in “degbin English is always written with an “n” in front.

Below are some examples. Read them aloud in Chdpachdp
8h00 friend

Aé'ﬁ? ‘9” osl'grlla‘&oot” in English is always written in Chdpachp with
an “n” in front. Below are some examples. Read them aloud in
Chdpachdp.

0OBJ!
st



In addition, "j" as in "jug" in English, is always written in Chdpachdp
with an "n" in front. Read the following examples loud in
Chdpachdp:

10BJ!
[t

Reading exercise
Read aloud the following in Chdpachdp

108J;

Exercise 3
Write the following Chdpachdp words whose English translation is
given

e
108



Exercise 4

Read this story and look at the picture, then answer the questions
below

Té cha mataa. A fi pakup. A wa fi njoo mbabh.

o3
08

e
084



Lesson 2 Bamali - Familiar vowels

These letters are pronounced in Chdpachdp the same as in
English. Read the following in Chdpachdp. (Note: you will notice
that some Chdpachdp words have double vowels. This is what we
call long vowels. We will deal with this in detail in Lesson 9.)

a pa baboon
ta shine, sting, sew
ma mother

e pee to pick
ché urinate
kwee bone

[ yip to open
mbii mosquito
pii thatch

0 ko to touch
poo they
koo bed

u kup forest
tuu to shoot
shad fish



Exercise 1-Read the following Chdpachdp words, taking note
of the vowels used in each word

10BJ:
08

9

10
11

loo

thing
husband
old

die

black ant

bite

Exercise 2-Write out the following words in Chdpachdp.

a ~ O DN

mother

name
bed
fish

mad person



Exercise 3-Use the words below to complete the phrases in

Chdpachdp: Ta, té, yoo, tuu, mbii
1 nini ......... ma
2 te.......... pa
3 loo té ma kup
4 ndé ma
5 té ... tat

Exercise 4-Fill in the missing letters in Chdpachdp

10BJ}

Exercise 5-Read the following sentences in Chapachdp and
translate into Englishics:



Exercise 6-Write the names of the following in Chdpachdp

Exercise 7-Read the following sentences in Chdpach3p aloud

10BJ:
08



Exercise 8-Look at the picture below, read the story and answer
the questions

T e

Wena ma. Mc ih ma Malun. Malun

ngwe Tenkon}j//

Questions B =
Weé wa?
A naa ka?



Lesson 3 Bamali — tones

Tone is the pitch of the voice when speaking in Chdpachdp. Tone
is very important because it distinguishes meaning between two
spoken words. In Chdpachdp, five tones exist. These tones help
the readers to come out with the right pronunciation and difference
in meaning of words which are spelled the same and sound the
same except for the melody of the word.

The five tones and their markings are as follows (the mark being
placed over the vowel of the word in which it occurs):

Mid and high tones — which are not marked
Low tone, marked as follows (a)

Rising tone, marked as follows (@)

Falling tone, marked as follows (@)

Low, mid and high tones

Low tone shows that the letter over which the tone is marked is
spoken with a low pitch voice. High tone words (which are
unmarked) are spoken with a high pitch voice. Mid tone words
(where the tone is also unmarked) is spoken with a pitch between
that of low and high.



Exercise 1:Read the folowing pairs of words aloud. Can you hear
the difference in the tone?

high
tone

fuu
koo
loo

shat

cockroach
bed
to bite

to give flower

low
tone

fuu
koo
[e]o)

shat

skin of a fruit
wall
dry season

cap

Exercise 2-Write the following words in Chdpachdp, taking note of

the tones

bed

wall
cap
give flour

cockroac
h



Exercise 3-Choose the correct word to fill the blank spaces. Note
that tone is only marked to avoid possible confusion

1 ta dry season (loo, 160)
2  yom...... the plum has produced flowers  (shat, shat)
3 ... kuttdtté the cockroach has eaten (fuu, fau)

father’s shoe

4 ma mother has bought a bed (koo, kdo)
YOO ...cceueeee.

5 wé.......... this is tda’s cap (shat, shat)
. ta

Rising (d) and falling (@) tone

Exercise 4

Read aloud the following words in Chdpachdp that have rising and
faling tone and listen to the pitch of your voice.

Rising Falling

Pat Carry a child on the back Pat Mad person
Shu To burst Sha Fish

Shi Deep Shi Today

Mu Greediness Ma Inside

Pdn Hatred Pén Fufu corn



Exercise 5-Read the following words aloud and note the different
tone marks in the meaning. Then write the word in Chdpachip.

1 Pat Carry on the back

2 Pat Mad person
3 Shu To burst

4 Shi fish

5 Yo Peel

6 Y6 thing



Lesson 4: New vowel "2"

nd (snake) I
Read the following words aloud and note the -"-‘ﬂ“‘*"l*"‘-‘

the new vowel "2" and the familar vowel "o".

10BJ!
ot



Exercise 1:-Read the following words aloud, listen to the
pronunciation of the vowel "o".

108J;

Exercise 2-Practise writing the letter "2" ten times in the space
below. Also practise the capital letter "O" ten times.

o
9




Exercise 3

Fill in the blanks with the letter "o" or "o" and write the tone mark if
necessary

Fo=a
10BJ!
[



Exercise 4-Read the following in Chdpachdp

10BJ;

Exercise 5-Read this story and answer the questions below:

Té yi kot nd3p. A wa kot nddp 7 S5 teyi
nd3o. A yi mu. Y& ndap yi té. S
Questions LT

e
084




Lesson 5: New vowel “g”

Chét (bag)

This vowel “€” occurs in Chd It sounds different from the
familiar vowel “e”. Read the following words with "€" and "e" and try
to make the difference.

108J;

Exercise 1-Try to read aloud the words below with the letter "¢".
Listen carefully to the pronunciation of the letter "¢".

Pest Castrate

teh Allow

Y¢ Witchcraft

Fe Tree
Squirrel

Ket Stick

keh Untie

IEn Intelligent

leplep  Spider’s web

mg Finish
nén Body
I€Ep To hang



Exercise 2
Practise writing the vowel "¢" five times on the line below. Practise
also writing the capital vowel "€" on the second set of lines.

X

<

Exercise 3

10BJ:
08



Exercise 4 -Write the following sentences in Chdpachdp
1G5

I-E-xercise 5

Read this story:
Talow tuu ndo. A ngdp. A tuu md kup. A wé shet t5 ngdp na
menii. A IEp ch&t. A wd shet t9'ndo ni'i ma chét. A wd fi mbah
ngdp. A wa fi njoo tat ma. Ma 0o p&n ne mbah ngdp.



Lesson 6: New vowel "9"

malet (groundnut)

The vowel "8" is a new sound. Mgpronounced differently from the
vowel "e". Read the following, taking note of the sounds "s" and
Ilell.

Exercise 1-Practise reading the following words. Make sure you
listen carefully to the sound of the new vowel "a".

) e

% he They pee To pick
ta Until, if Té Father
nte dove ntee | ran




10BJ:
08}

Exercise 2
Now practise writing the letter "8" on the lines below first in small
letters "8" and then in capitals "9".

9
S




Exercise 3-Use these words to complete the sentences below:
chep, menii, ndtd, natofia, kote

Exercise 4-Now try to write the following sentences in Chapachdp
c_J_nd underline the words which have the "8" sound

10BJ:



Exercise 5

Read this text

Tenka’ na ndolo IGchag mashdna ngg ndi’ natd ma kup yi pando

che md na. Njgg td pando ndi natd nii. Ngg shanna, Matoo ngdp
nina ntay nd. Tenka’ tayna ngo ha’ ne ma. Ty€ Tenke’, Tenkang.
Talow pana ndi Tenka’. Mambot po Lucy pana pali pi pda pange.

Questions
Tenka’ nandi’ ke ma kup?
Tenka’ na nwdy ka nd natd?



Exercise 6
CROSSWORD

10BJ!
[

e
108



Lesson 7: New vowel "{"

ti (tree)

In Chdpachdp another sound which does not exist in English is the
sound of the vowel "{". It has a different sound to the "i" in English.
Read the words below which contain the sounds "' and "i" and
notice the difference.

o8




Exercise 1-Read the following Chdpachp words with the new
vowel "".

10B)

Exercise 2-In the lines below, write the sound@&dﬁsﬁ in small

Qu@::ja

letters and then in capital letters. M

1
}




Exercise 3-Write the following English words in Chdpachdp

10BJ}

I_:__xercise 4-Read the following sentences in Chdpachdp

084



Exercise 5-Fill in the blanks with the words in Chdpachdp.
kikt, yth, shi, tin, ni
{081}

Exercise 6-Read this passage and answer the follwing questions:

’00 cha na

<nKi m{ napit

Poc



Lesson 8: New vowel "g"

She (to crawl)

The vowel "@" is found in Chdpachdp. It is pronounced differently
from the normal English vowel "o". Compare the sounds in the
words below which contain the new vowel "g" and the vowel "o".

(] (0]

Exercigg JsNow trgtewead the followdpg &hopackppygrds with the

vowel "g".
Yoo yours yoo buy

e
084




Exercise 2
In the following words below, some sounds are missing. Complete

the word using "g" or "o".

Fo=a
10BJ!
et

Exercise 3
Now try to write the sound "g" on the lines below, first in small
letters and then in capital letters.

2
7,




Exercise 4-Read the following sentences aloud in Chdpachdp

ro=a
10B)

Exercise 5 -Read this text

Tenka’ nkwa’ nantga.

A tina ngat ne mb€ nJ ntat yi.
Mb€ Tenka’ chah. A nanjoo nget
yi mataa.

Questions
Tenka’ nkwa’ ka?
A tine ka n3 ntat yi?




Lesson 9: Long Vowels

In Chdpachdp, there are several words with long vowels. These
long vowels are aaq, ee, 99, €, ii, #, 00, 00, @@ and uu.

From previous exercises, you would have noticed that some
Chdpachdp words had double vowels. This is what we call long
vowels. Read the following pairs of words aloud and note the
difference between the long vowels and those without a long vowel

Aa a
kaa Rest Ka Not
nkaa  Monkey nkat Drum
taa To plan evil Ta Sting, shine or sew
Ee e
Tee Run Té Father
Pee To pick Pé These or to remove
something from a rope
29 9
Lean  Horse, soft or to L3n chair

suspend in the air

€€ £
Yee Abundant YE Witchcraft
Sheen Count Shet cut



pii
mbii
Oo

koo

yoo

Qo0
koo
poo
ndo
Do
ghoo

shog

Uu

fuu

mbuu

thatch

mosquitos

bed

buy, dry, or theirs

crab
clay

animal

lake

crawl

cockroach

near

pi

mbit

put to birth

excreta

touch

thing

kd snore
po hand

nd snake

Go

fellow wife

money



Exercise 1-Read the following Chdpachp words with long vowels

naa look mbii mosquitos

nkaa monkey malit witchcraft

cise %-Iggad the following senteBgﬁﬁgnd %(Emne the words
with long vowels

viee run koo bed
laan horse ghoo lake
yee abundant nando sun
sheen  count 150 smith
pii thatch fuu peeling



Exercise 3-Use the following Chdpachdp words to complete the
sentences below:
Ghgg, yoo, pii, laan, ndo

I_E_xercise 4-Translate these sentences into Chdpachdp:
% Mbondop tu matoo ............... na ngét.

Mbondop has shot a big animal with a gun.
2 Taakotnddp ...ccceueee.
Tda has constructed a thatched house.
3 PeshGchomi ...
There are fish in the lake.
4 ... weé yi Mangweé.
This horse belongs to Mangwé.
5 A na’a mangwe.

He has bought a cow.



BXertiserfhdreadésenptgsage Helotw codritnswer the questions
that follow:
Kunae MaBewes fallen into the lake. .
Mangwé nanjoo mwa kundo yi, yi mangwe. A nanjoo mataa
nashaan. Mama la a ghg tina kundo gho. Kundo gho gho’na te
che Kicacrms iRaunada khrgtnarkemkumohiblsagwe pi. Lacheog
Mangwé yana kwgga, nando tana kundo gho a kuna. Mangwé
ko’ona ki'i a fut naghu n3 yi. Pashoo Mangwé nina chu na yi yd ke
nde yi " mbih tighit. Mengwé chuna ya a ka la ndi’i njoo kundo.
Questions

Méngwé nanjoo ka?

A ya fa’ ke ne kunddo mama la?

A nadchweénas ka kundo kuna?



Lesson 10: Unfamiliar consonant "gh"

Ghin (mortar)

The consonant "gh" is o_ne and the sound it makes is
different from "g" which is always written with an "n" in front ("ng")
in Chdpachdp. Read carefully the following words which have the
new consonant "gh" and the "ng". Take note of the different
sounds.

10BJ;

Exercise 1-The consonant "gh" can be found in the following
words. Read them aloud and listen to the sound of the new
consonant "gh".

{0BJ}




Exercise 2-Practise writing neatly on the lines below the new
consonant "gh". Do this first in small letters and then in capital
letters.

gh
Gh

Exercise 3-Read the words below in Chdpachdp and then practise
writing them in the spaces.

1 maghut oil

2 gheghe weaver bird
3 ghu fall

4 ghuu praise

5 nagha death

6 ghighaa butterfly



Exercise 4-Use these Chdpachdp words to complete the
sentences below in Chdpachjp.
Ghin, ghaghg, ghu, ghét, meghit

1 Té ...... md nddt.

Father has fallen into a stream.
2 Ma ghg mataa njo .......
Mother went to the market and bought a_mortar.

3 kut mako Talow.

Weaver birds have eaten Talow’s rice.




Exercise 5
Read this passage:

Mamb5t Poo Lushi Nchu’ Makd
Mamb3t poo Lushi nchu’ maké pakat m
m3 mataa. Poo chu’ makd m3J, nja, nsh
m3 ne mbah ngdp. A nangwdy Tenka’ Iigwey nyep
nangwdy matod ngdp nJ natd yi ma kup. Panoo yee ma kup.
Tenka’ kutne maké yi Mambdt poo Lushi nyeena.
Questions

Mamb3t poo Lushi mbdna?

Poo nakut maké na ka?

A nenwdy wa ngway ngdp gho?

yriv. M



Lesson 11: new consonant ™"
o8]
In Chdpachdp another new consonant is the glottal stop. It
occurs in many words in Chdpachdp. What marks the
difference in meaning between the following pairs of
words? Read each pair aloud and notice the difference in

pronunciation.

oo
08

With glottal ™" Without glottal
ma’ throw ma mother
na’a cow naa look
td’a snail ta sting, shine or sew
wa’a locust wa will



Exercise 1-You have probably noticed that there is a marked
difference between the pairs of words gh@me abogatiddew try to
read the following words in Chdpachp with the new consonant ™.

kd'o cocoyams
yé’'o plantain
nt't spear grass

malo’o wine
fo'u lice

Exercise 2-Now translate the fgilpyying wefdshantitis

Fo=a
10BJ!
fhrasatt

ma’fa’a hunter

to’o tin
nkd’a fence
ko’ cut



Exercise 3-Practise writing the new consonant on the line below.

)

I_E_xercise 4-Read the following sentences

10BJ):

Exercise 5-Write these sentences in Chdpachdp

Fat

her

dri
nki
ng

win



Exercise 6
Read the story

Téénkwe’ﬁ Pws m/wﬁyne_koonéghﬁ@if Lagho, pe nine
ni te njdy. P& pée nacha Ii'i ndghu Teekwa’. Mbo’o pa’o nkdt
pashoo pi ma’ mangat nkat pin.

e

Questions
A naku wa?
A nanche ka I" ko’o naghu?
A nancha mbo’ wa’ mbo’ nkat?



Lesson 12: New Consonant Ny

S

Nygena (Millipede)

Chdpachdp has many new consonants. Another one is the "Ny"
which are two letters sounded together as one in Chdpachdp. Itis
pronounced differently from the familiar "n". Read carefully the
pairs of words with the "Ny" and "n" sounds.

Exercise 1-RéH€("these words in Chdpachdp, toﬁng note of the

Hyggsounds ér&t)rp(em. nén body
nyam earthworm ndadm net
nyimna  claw nani came

nyina caress
nyefi root
nya’ate sneak
ny£ena millipede
nyimnamb3 fingernails



Exercise 2
Write the new consonant "Ny" on the lines below. Write ten times
respectively in small letters then in capital letters.

ny
Ny

Exercise 3
Translate the following words in Chdpachdp:

10BJ:
08



Exercise 4-Read these sentences in Chdpachdp.

1 Mambot nyee makdpakat.

Mambot has cooked rice.
2 A nyina yi ne panyimna.
He has tickled him with his nails.
3 Mengi choh nyam.
A fowl has pecked the earthworm.
4 Nygend cha nd po ti.
A millipede is on the branch of the tree.
Exercise Blb3nnddp nyse manykti.

Translate these sentences info Chopachdp
o) Mbondop has cooked the roots of the tree.



Exercise 6
Read the story below

Mg_mbbt‘air-k-'-:
N3mengwe chg hachs ngdn pachap
pwd paa ntoh. Pw3a p3J yina tighit. Mambot nyee yé ngeen tEt nd ta’
la. A ya nyee mashdnna, a nyee nddon nando, nyee mbanmbi. A
nyee nki te a pin, a ni’ pdn mbup ma ndod. A ghepta na pwa pi

poo yi mashdnna, nddon nendd na mbdnmbi nkoon ngwd nde.

Questions
Lih ndmangwe gho wa? (What was the woman’s name?)
Pwa pi pa ka? (How many children did she have?)
A nanja nyee yo ngeen ka? (How many times did she cook
each day?)
A nenja nyee ka? (What was she cooking?)



Exercise 7-CROSSWORD

10BJ:
08

e
108



Lesson 13: New consonant "n"

Ndn (Cup)

-~

The consonant "n" is founc. ... 55220 Op and is new. It occurs
frequently in Chdpachdp. Read the following words taking special
note of the difference between the pairs of words.




Exercise 1-You must have realised that just the putting of the new
consonant "n" in the second group of words changed the sound
and consequently a change in their meanings. Below are some

words with the new consonant "n". Practice reading them aloud.

lan wild cat
Kan Dish
K3n Love
Nakdn Spear
Nakin Pot
Laan Horse

n" seven

Exe%lase 2-In theFT%réc'g rl%elow, (
timeQwdicstan sniddidetters ther

Mbfin Rain

2
Mashiin Bird ot

rj\ldér] Ram

aconsonant



Exercise 3
Read the following Chdpachdp words and then write it on the
spaces. Make sure the sound is taken note of.

Fo=a
10BJ!
[t

Exercise 4
Read these sentences in Chdpachdp and underline the words with

the new consonant "n".

10BJ:
08



Exercise 5-Read this story and answer the question underneath
Maghena pd menwa’anand_

Ng2’s ché neamba ntunkan
A ghaanana nchia Nigeri
ptinnana feen fwasa n3. F'}
pwafu ghd ndspnwa'and. ~

PwSmby€ns p6 pwdpange

Questions
1. Lih ntunkan gho namba ka?(What was the old man's name?)
2. A nangd njoo ka? (What did he see when he travelled?)

3. Fwda namba naa? (What did the Fon do?)

English Translation
Once upon a time, a man lived in Bamali called Tenkang. He
travelled to Nigeria. He saw that the people could read and
write. He came back and told the Fon. The Fon called all his
notables and they all decided to send both boys and girls to
school.



Lesson 14: Plurals
Nouns in Chdpachdp are grouped in two main classes. These
nouns are classified in two main groups of plurals. They make their
plural forms in different ways. The following are the various ways

by which nouns form their plurals in Chdpach3p.

1. Nouns whose plurals begin with "pa"

Read the following words below:

Singular
Chét
Fuu
Kuldn
Ghuuna

Kup

Lan

Nkushg&

Nd&’
Ngdanchaan

Kundo

Bag
Cockroach
Lizard

Fig tree

Basket or
forest

Wild cat
Ghost
Poor person

Prisoner

Pig

Plural
Pachtt
Pafuu
Pakuldn
Paghuuna

Pakup

Palun
Pakushg
Pal&’
Paghdncha
an

Pakundo

Bags
Cockroaches
Lizards

Fig trees

Baskets or
forests

Wild cats
Ghosts
Poor people

Prisoners

pigs



Exercise 1-Write the plural form of these words

roa
18]

2. Nouns whose plurals begin with "ma"

184




Exercise 2-Read these words in Chdpachdp and write their plurals

1 Nt3p Hut

2 Lop Hook

3 Mb3p Rat mole
4 Y3’ Plantain
5 Nde Throat

6 Nafut feather

3. Some nouns form their plurals with mbwa, pwé

Singular Plural

Manii Knife  Mbwanii Knives

Mangl Fowl  Mbwangu Fowls

Manka’ Cock Mbwank3d’ Cocks
) )

Membi  goat mbwambi Goats

Meshin  Bird Mbw3ashiin  Birds

Manijit shee  Mbwanjit sheep
p
Singular Plural
Mwd Child Pwa Children
Mwekdt  Toe Pwékdt  Toes (e’
Mwakits Chameleo  PwakKitd  Chameleons
n

Mwati Peg Pwati Pegs

Mwemb3 finger PwamBo fingers



Exercise 3-Read carefully the sentences below and underline
plural nouns.

1 Mbw3anjit nkut nka to Sheep are eating grass on a
mbat. hill.
2  Mange ka’a pwdkdt pina  Mangeh has cut her toes
sht. with a hoe.
3  Mbwéngl Taa pd Taa’s fowls and goats are
mbw3abi pi nkut eating maize.
ngwashaan
4  Té fi mdyih mataa. Father is selling brooms in
the market.
5 Avyipa’ pakup. He knows how to weave a
basket.

6  Taldo ya ngwady palinnd  Talow always catches wild
matd mi. cats with his traps.




Stories for Reading
1. Naténa Poo Mbii

Mbii neamba ngo’s ché njg@ natébna shonnana mbon yi. A lonal ta’
la ni chuna naténa ya "a chana, nshonna k3 gho, ma sh&éen ndam
gho".

Naténa foonna ya, k& mbii li’ ni’ yi ma nu. Nchu ya, mbii shdonna
nkah. Ndi’ ya, nd ya shanna njwi mbii. Ngic yi a ka k3 mapana
nkuh gha, Mbii chat fut ngg yi. Nde mbii pihna, a yana fut ngé vyi
nchuna ndtdna y4, a ywe’te yi mama natu’u ndwa’ a wa ni
nkwitegha na yi ya a katah nkugha. A nu gho yi mbii ya ni mama

la md ndtbna na.
2. Nkaa Poo Ngwe

Nkaa nemba ngo’s chg ngaa sheen yo pi njigha. Ngg njge ngwe
mu napit. Ngwe po’tana mbd na nkaa yé a fuhana yi mu napit yé.
Nkaa shitna nani yi shuhana ndun yi ngwe wdynae fut. Fut te
chiambi chuna nkaa y& a che mia napit nd kwa la nji yan yi yan, a
wdy nkut yi. Nkaa yand nd natah kwet nd nku. Poo yi chenala ma
fe’e. Kwimakaa pi'na ngggha nii mbo nd poo mu fe’e. NtwEnna ya
“‘nupdnaa” nkaa yana “a fuhana Ngwe ma napit a yana a wdy kut
yi gha”. Kwimakdaa chuna y4, "ké nkaa I’ f@ nchat, poo tdwa ngg
ndn napit gho na’ a ygg". P6 poo ghgna nchis mbuu napit gho,
kwimakaa chuna na ngwe ya a fi' ma nepit gho na’ nkaa fuhana yi
a yg. Ngwe tanana nchis mi napi gho. Kwimakaa chuna na nkaa

y@, a ghg yi, nkdn a fuhana na’ a’kut yi, ngway nddna yi ngg yi.



3. Mangukdya Poo Njipne

Ngo’s chg namba Manglikay@ poo njipna pana pashoo ncha ka’ ta’
7.

Ndmangwe chg pina ngdn shishaan yi. Shishaan gho shonna
nkwa’a gha. A ya njd ngg md ngdn shishan gho mama mashdnna
a yg ka’a pa ni nato’d nkut shishan yi na. A ni njipna nkut gha. Pa
kutna shishan gho te ngdn gho 14ld ya paa ..... Ma gho kwdnna y&
njipna chand nja ngagha natu’u tighit. A we’ena yd a wd n€n njd nd
yi a fa’ nja nu weé na yi na.

Ndold nge mbuts njips ya a meh shishan yi. Ka’a nji'na pi’i nden laq,
a yana nge nda fe’'e mbe’s Maengukaye shoo yi. Mwa nki pi'ine cha
ndbéona ngwdh ngd nchis nda fe’e gho. Maengukdyg po njipna
ghgna she’e nki md fut nchis mbi. Feh to’ne makotna Mangukayg a
ch¥ichi’. Po ghena shot ndafe’s pa pihanana Njipna ya "a kut gho
nkut shishan ma wé temg?". Njipna yanad "ngy€ yi, a shoo vyi
Meangukayg". Mangukaya fonns yd a kd nkut shishan. Ka’a
mangukayg pi'i chi't mbo fahna. Pa yana nu yé wdy Mangukayg.
Moangukdayg we’ena hama lagho ya Ii’i yi a y@ njipna na a way njwi

yi ka’ yi.



4.1)3 yi a Nangwe’e ya a ka ndi’i ma’ lopna 3 chg nacha ngdn
pachdp, f0' yi pena ma’a lop. Lachg a lonalo mbe’ lop yi na chet yi
ngo pat nki mama’ana lop. Ngé ta nchis nto’o mama’ana ngway
shi ni'igha ma chét yi. Ka’ayi shdnna ntdyghana, a to’ona mayopna
pin. Ndi'i ma’ lop m0 nki a chana ki'i matoo shu tay nd. A manna
mashunna a ywetona. A li'ine mdn ka lop gho fut. Kki mdn pi’'ina
shonna shi. A kwanna t3 yi, yd a wd ninaa. Nfi'i ma nki mon
mafuhanana a ywetans ka’a yweta. A Ii'i njd mon mashunna
nchatchat ngu ji'i kwa’a nati nki. No nki te ntye’e nku md. Ntamna

ta fut chis mbi ngwe’e ya a ka la ndi'i ma’ lop.



Answer Keys and Translations Lesson 1 Exercise 1: 1. fut — go
out 2. Kup — basket 3. Pa — baboon 4. Nini — honey bee

5. Pih — add Exercise 2: 1. té 2. Ni 3. Wat 4. Kup 5. Nini Exercise
3: 1. ngat 2. Mbat 3. Mbot 4. Ndb 5. Shat Exercise 4:
TRANSLATION Father is in the market. He is selling baskets. He
will buy meat after selling QUESTIONS 1. Where is father? Father
is in the market 2. What is he selling? He is selling baskets 3.
What will he buy after selling? He will buy meat Lesson 2 Exercise
2:1. Ma 2. Lih 3. Koo 4. Sha 5. Pat Exercise 3: 1. ta 2. Tu 3. Mbii
4. Té€ 5. Yoo Exercise 4: 1. a 2. Tutu 3. Pee 4. Lih 5. Po Exercise
5: QUESTIONS 1. Father has shot a baboon 2. Fish in a basket 3.
We have caught fish 4. This is their bed Exercise 6: 1. nini 2. Shi
3. Koo Exercise 8: TRANSLATION This is mother. Mother looks at
eggs. The egg is in mother’s hands QUESTIONS 1. Who is this?

2. What is she observing



Lesson 3 Exercise 2: 1. Koo 2. Koo 3. Shat 4. Shat 5. Fuu
Exercise 3: 1. 100 2. Shat 3. Fuu 4. Koo 5. Shat Exercise 5 : 1. pat
2. Pat 3. Shu 4. Sha 5. YO 6. YO Exercise 6 : 1a. Shi 1b. shu 2a.
pat 2b. pét 3a. y6 3b. yo Exercise 8: TRANSLATION There is fish
in a basket. The basket belongs to mother. Father's shoes are
beside the basket. Father looks at fish in the basket. He does not
eat fish. Mother will sell the fish. She is selling fish. She has
Phegtimisepdieickobies. Father looks at the cap. He says the cap
is his. QUESTIONS 1. Mother has bought a cap 2. Mother is
selling fish Lesson 4 Exercise 3: 1. 15 2. T6 3. Shit 4. Shoo 5.
Lop 6. Po 7. Y3 8. Nd5p 9. Koo 10. Pdh Exercise 5:
TRANSLATION Father knows how to construct a house. He will
construct a house. He has constructed a house: it is a thatched
house. The house is a large one. It is a nice house. This house
belongs to father. He will construct one for mother. QUESTIONS
1. He is building a house 2. The house is thatched one 3. The

house belongs to father



Lesson 5 Exercise 3: 1. le 2. Wé 3. Leplep 4. Nen 5. Pee 6. Ke
Exercise 5: TRANSLATION Talow has shot an animal. Itis an
antelope. He has shot it in the forest. He will cut off the head with a
knife. He has hung a bag on him. He will put the head of the
animal in his bag. He will sell the antelope. He will buy a pair of
shoes for mother, after selling. Mother has prepared fufu with the
meat of the antelope. Lesson 6 Exercise 3: 1. manii 2. natd 3. chap
4. ndtdbna 5. kota Exercise 4 : (1) cha, natoo Exercise 5:
TRANSLATION Tenkeh got up one morning, went and set a trap in
the forest where there were animals. He saw the path of animals,
set his trap on it and went home. The trap caught a big antelope.
Tenkeh took it to his mother. Tenkang is the name of Tenkeh’s
father. Talow is his brother. He has two sisters, Mambot and Lucy
ANSWERS 1. Tenkeh set a trap in the forest 2. Tenkeh caught a
big antelope in his trap Exercise 6: across:1. ntop 4. makd 6. nen

8. titi down: 1. nki 2. 16 3. po 4. mbat 5. [ 6. ni 7. nd



Lesson 7 Exercise 3: 1. ni 2. ti 3. fih 4. yih 5. shi 6. yi 7. napit 8.
tin Exercise 5: 1. kiki 2. tin 3. yih 4. ni 5. shi Exercise 6:
TRANSLATIONThey are near the well. They are carrying water
from the well. They are with their water vessels. There are three
women and two children carrying water from their well. The well
belongs to Tenkang QUESTIONS 1. They are carrying water 2.
They are beside the well 3. There are five people carrying water
Lesson 8 Exercise 2: 1. shg 2. kgna 3. Shoo 4. Y& 5. Yoo
Exercise 5: TRANSLATION Tenkeh is climbing up a palm tree. He
has tied a wine gourd and a tapping kniFe on his waist. His
tapping knife is very sharp. He bought his wine gourd from the
market. QUESTIONS 1. Tenkeh is climbing a palm tree 2. He has

tied his wine gourd and tapping knife



Lesson 9 Exercise 2: 1. Ma naa nkaa t6 ti 2. Mbii cha ma pii 3.
pakoo yee ma nki 4. wdo kut fuu 5. té sheen mba Exercise 3: 1. ndo
2. Pii 3. Ghag 4. lean 5, yoo Exercise 4: 1. Ayinwi yoo lsan 2.
pafuu kut shat Té. 3. Mambaw ka yi shean yo. 4. Lean ght ma
gheg. 5. Taa wdy matoo ndo nJ natd yi. Exercise 5:
TRANSLATION Mengwe was the brother of Tenkang. Mengwe
bought a pig. It was a female. He bought it from the Neshan
Market. Everyday he ties the pig. The pig became as fat as a cow!
Two years passed but Mengwe's pigs never delivered. One day,
on Mengwe's return, he noticed that the heat of the sun had killed
the pig. Mengwé wept as if somebody had died. Mengweé's friends
came and told him not to be angry. He vowed that he would never
buy a pig again QUESTIONS 1. Mengweé bought a pig 2. He ties
the pig in the bush every day 3. The heat of the sun caused the pig

to die



Lesson 10 Exercise 4: 1. ghu 2. ghin 3. Ghgghe 4. maghut 5. ghtt
Exercise 5: TRANSLATION Mambot and Lucy are pounding rice in
a mortar. They bought the rice from the market. They have
pounded their rice, blown it, washed and cooked. They ate the
rice with the meat of an antelope. Tenke’ caught the antelope. He
caught a big antelope in his trap in the forest. There are many
animals in the forest. Tenke’ ate the rice which Mambot and Lucy
prepared. QUESTIONS 1. They are pounding rice 2. They ate the
rice with the meat of an antelope 3. Tenke’ caught the antelope
Lesson 11 Exercise 2: 1. fu’ 2. td’ 3. yo’' 4. malo’0 5. nka’ 6. na’a 7.
ni'i 8. 10’ 9. ko’o Exercise 5: 1. Té nI mdlo’d 2. A ka’s nd na
pa’ana 3. Pana’a kut ko’o Mambot 4. Ma nchu’ ko’a Exercise 6:
TRANSLATION Tenkweh died. His children programmed the
death celebration. On that day, many people came. So many
dance groups were present there. Mboh's dance group displayed.
Mboh was playing the drum while his friends were dancing and
firing their dane guns. QUESTIONS 1. It was Tankweh who died
2. There were so many dance groups 3. Mboh was playing the

drum



Lesson 12 Exercise 3: 1. Nyena 2. Nyina 3. Nyam 4. Nyimnamb?
5. Nye 6. Ny&ft Exercise 5: 1. A ny€ yo’ 2. Nyend nd foti 3. Nyam
ma ghin 4. Kundo Exercise 6: TRANSLATION There was a woman
in Bamali called Mambot. She had six children. They ate a lot. So
their mother cooked three times a day. She cooked in the morning,
afternoon and evening. She will boil water, put in corn flour and
stir. Then she will divide to her six children who will eat in the
morning, the afternoon and the evening, before going to bed.
QUESTIONS 1. The woman's name was Mambot 2. She had six
children 3. She cooked three times a day 4. She was cooking fufu

corn Exercise 7: CROSSWORD PUZZLE

1N90
2P

4 GH
15T
6 NY €

7TTA



Lesson 13 Exercise 1: 1. Maka’s shan shu mu nakdn 2. Shishan
ye mU ngon Talow 3. Mwamba tu lun na nakon 4. A kan shd ma
nakin 5. Mbin 15 né nwa’ana puh Exercise 5: TRANSLATION Once
upon a time, a man lived in Bamali called Tenkang. He travelled to
Nigeria. He saw that the people could read and write. He came
back and told the Fon. The Fon called all his notables and said
they should send their children to school. Missionaries came and
opened the school, so both boys and girls went to school.
QUESTIONS 1. The old man's name was Tekang 2. He saw that
noone could read and write 3. the Fon called his notables and
asked them to send their children to school Lesson 14 Exercise 1:
1. Pdkon 2. pakuto 3. pakulon 4. pachét 5. pekwdn Exercise 2: 1.
matdp 2. malop 3. mambdp 4. mayd’ 5. mdnde 6. mafut Exercise 3:
1. Mbonjit nkut nka t3 mbat 2. Mangeh ka’a pwakat pi ne sht 3.
Mbongu tGa po mbombi pi nkut ngwashan 4. Té fi mayih mataa 5.

Ayi pa’ pakup 6. Talow ya ngwdy palin nd matd mi



TRANSLATIONS OF LONGER TEXTS 1. The Mosquito and the
Ear Once upon a time, the mosquito saw the ear and fell in love
with her. One day, he got up and went to the ear and told her “I
love you very much and | want to get married to you”. The ear
shouted and told the mosquito that he should not cause her
problems. She also said that the mosquito is too small and that
man always kills him. “l do not want to be a widow: get out of my
house”, shouted the ear. The mosquito got angry and while
leaving, told the ear that she should wait for him every night
because he will come to remind her that he is still alive. That is
why the mos quito always visits the ear. 2. The Monkey and the
Tiger Once upon a time, the monkey was moving from place to
place looking for food to eat. As he was moving, he went and saw
a tiger in a hole. The tiger begged him to remove him from the
hole. The monkey pitied him, turned and sent his tail into the hole
and the tiger held it and came out. When the tiger came out, he
said to the monkey “I am very hungry so | am going to eat you”.
The monkey replied “please do not kill me, for | have helped you”.

They started arguing.



The tortoise was on his way on a journey and met them arguing
and asked “what is happening with you people?”. The monkey
replied “I have removed this man from a hole and he says he will
eat me!”. The tortoise said to the monkey that he should not tell a
lie, that can he remove this big man from a hole? They then went
to show the hole to the tortoise. When they were near the hole, the
tortoise asked the tiger to enter the hole so that the monkey should

remove him, for him to believe what he had

said. The tiger foolishly jumped into the hole. The tortoise then told
the monkey to go away, or if he liked, to remove the tiger from the
hole to eat him. He then continued his journey while the monkey
climbed on a tree and said to the tiger “help yourself now, since |
helped you and you wanted to eat me”. The tiger then stayed in

the hole and died.



3. The Dog and the Cane Rat The dog and the cane rat were very
good friends and lived together. A woman planted her sugar cane
farm and it grew very well. Everyday, when she went to the farm,
she noticed that some of her sugar cane was eaten during the
night. The suger cane was eaten until it almost got finished. She
suspected the can rat, because he usually moved at night. She
went and reported the cane rat to the elders of the village and he
was sent a convocation. As wise as he was, he asked his friend,
the dog, to accompany him. They walked until they came across a
stream. They swam in the stream in order to cross and on
reaching the court, the dog was already shivering. All the elders
abd the woman were already there waiting for them. The cane rat
was then asked this question: “Are you the one who eats this
woman’s sugar cane?” He replied: “No, | am not the one; it is this,
my friend”. The dog was amazed and said “Me! | do not eat sugar
cane”. There was no excuse for the dog since he was already
shivering from the cold which proved him guilty. Mr. dog, as angry
as he was, told the cane rat “As from today, | will never let you go
free. | will chase you right into your hole”. That is why whenever

the dog sees the cane rat, he will follow it even if it enters a hole.



4. The Man who Vowed never to go Fishing There was a man in
Bamali whose job was fishing. One day he got up, took his hook
and fishing bag and went to the stream to do fishing. When he
arrived, he began putting his hook in the water, catching fish and
putting in his bag. As the catching went on, he felt very excited
and began to sing. He put in his hook again, and was as if the
hook had caught a very big fish. He tried to pull it but it was hard.
He tried again to no avail. Since the stream was too deep, he
thought of what to do. At last, he entered the stream and tried to
remove the hook, but there was no way out. He tried again but fell
deeply into the stream. He almost downed, having swallowed a lot
of water. When he struggled and came out, he vowed never to go

fishing again.
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