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A a
a pro he (human) 

a tɨ mə passionate 

a tɔ pokɛ idiom used to refer to death 

àfɔɔ really 

àkapɔɔ̌ŋ (be) ugly 

àkayay (be) scarce 

ǎnyushì n onion 

àpə if 

àshɔɔ̀nəmbɔɔ̌ŋ (be) beautiful 

Ch ch
cha n shrimp or crayfish 

chǎ v conquer, defeat 

chàchùm n cassava 

chàhaŋ v raise, elevate, lift 

chaʼ v borrow, lend 

chàʼàchàʼ n pangolin, scaly anteater 

chǎŋ v hem (n) 

chǎt v 1) pass (tr) 2) succeed 

chǎtshɨ ɔ v overtake 

chaytə v chop into pieces 

chě v urinate 

chèe n bladder 

chèenə v bring up (a child) 

chělwìlwî n gall bladder 

chěnə mwəɔ bring up a child 

chèŋh lam arranging a marriage 

chə v (be) sharp 

chə nə shoo go out with 

chəh sharp 

chəhətə v (be) sour 

chəmbi n life 

chəmbî be alive 

chəmbî muu good life 

chəmbî-nchah outlive 

chəŋ v settle dispute 

chəɔ̌ŋ v wither (plant) 

chəɔŋnkǎt n medium drum 

chəp v clear (land for planting) 

chəɔ̀p n 1) marsh, pasture 2) swarm (n) 

chəɔ̌p v insult (v) 

chəɔ̌t v slash, cut 

chɛ ɔ̌t1 v strain (food) (v) 

chɛ ɔ̌t2 n bag 

chɛ ɔ̌tndwi n pocket 

chǐ n omen 

chi--(chicha) teacher 

chichashì n scissors 

chichə1 v sit 

chichə2 v (be) seated 

chichə tɔɔ məɔ̀kɔɔ̀t v squat 



chìchìt 3

chìchìt1 adv middle 

chìchìt2 adv between 

chihənə sneeze 

chihinə v sneeze (v) 

chìʼɛ ɔ̀tə v pray 

chit1 v cover (v) 

chit2 v (be) blunt 

chit3 n stumbling block, obstruction 

chɨ ɔ v spot, speckle (v) 

chɨə v arrive 

chɨətə v drip 

chɨkɔt n footprint (human) 

chɨ ɔ̓̀ ɨ1 v shiver, tremble 

chɨ ɔ̓̀ ɨ2 v weigh 

chɨnəɔ̀fɨŋ n scar 

chɨŋchɨŋ v (be) myopic, (be) shortsighted 

chɨ ɔ̀ptə v dip 

chɨ ɔt n necklace 

choʼ mwəɔ baby's rattle 

chòonə v assemble, meet, together 

chɔ v peck (tr) 

chɔɔ̀hɔŋ v entertain, amuse 

chɔʼ 1) v heal (trans.), cure (v) 2) cure 

chɔʼghɔn treating a disease 

chɔʼnəfɨŋ treat a wound 

chɔɔ̌ŋ v copulate, have sexual intercourse 

chɔŋnə intercourse 

chɔɔ v chew 

chɔɔ̌p1 v 1) chat (v) 2) talk, speak 3) squeak 4) 
rustler 

chɔɔ̌p2 n speech, discourse 

chɔp kətɔ irrational 

chɔp lɛŋ make sense 

chɔp nəfəɔ̌ nonsense 

chɔpmanjon talk use to someone in your 
peer group 

chɔɔ̌pnəghù v condole, comfort (v) 

̄chɔɔ̌pngaŋ n prophecy (n) 

chɔpto n language 

chɔɔ̌tpɔɔ̓̀  n entrance hut 

chø some, a certain 

chu v say 

chǔ v whisper mumble (v) 

chùchùt nde n voice box, larynx, Adam's 
apple 

chuʼ v 1) poke, pierce 2) pound 

chuŋ v hang up 

chǔp v soak 

chut v leak (v) 

chwa v snatch 

chwènə v 1) create, produce 2) arrange 3) 
repair 

chwènə à ghɔɔ̓̀  v enlarge 

chwènə kəɔ̀tɔɔ v make rough 

chwenə kiʼ ŋɔɔ̀məngwɛ acts like woman 

chwenə paŋnə-pàŋnə memoral service 

chwenə pə yi make something known 

chwènə shəɔ̀həɔ̀nə v make smooth 

chwəʼ v uncover 

chwəɔ̓̀ ə ngwàshaaŋ n corn cob 

chwəʼfaʼ reward 

chwəʼfàʼ v give as present 

chwǐ n hare 



4 chwiʼitə

chwiʼitə n pap, mushy food 

chwǐlî n naming ceremony (baby) 

chwinə v transplant 

chyɛ ɔ̌ v play (v) 

chyɛ ɔ̓̀ ɛ ɔ̀tə v greet 

Ə ə
əə interj yes 

Ɛ ɛ
ɛyi! ow! 

F f
fâ n shaft of arrow 

fǎ v separate (intr), become separated 

fahəɔ̀nəɔ̀ v quarrel 

fàʼ n work (n) 

fàʼa v 1) work (v), cultivate, hoe (v) 2) serve 

fànəɔ̀ n mistake (n) 

fànəɔ̀fanəɔ̀ v admit (to a wrong) 

fashi attitude 

fashì character 

fě v unwrap 

fə v 1) blow (horn, grain, tire), fan (v) 2) blow 
away 3) inflate 

fəɔ̌1 v (be) stupid 

fəɔ̌2 v deceive 

fəənə v hasten, hurry 

fəhə v bewitch 

fəmbɔɔ̌ v blow down 

fɛ ɔ̌ v put something into wood ash or hole 
(with force) 

fɛɛŋ n dawn 

fɛh1 v bless 

fɛh2 n blessing 

fɛhɛnə v blaze (v), singe 

fɛ ɔ̓̀  n affair, palaver 

fɛ ɔ̓̀ ɛ v judge (v) 

fɛ ɔ̓̀ ɛnù n sacrifice 

fɛʼnu offer a sacrifice 

fɛŋ v tell, recount (story) 

fɛ ɔŋ n tribute 

fɛ ɔ̌ŋ v stretch (when action is done by yourself) 

fɛ̌ŋ



fɛtə 5

fɛtə v suck 

f v befit, suit 

fî n bracelet 

fǐ v sell 

fìh n goiter 

fhəŋ v lower (v) 

fìhìnə v imitate 

fʼ v descend, go down 

fìʼɛ v husk (corn) (v) 

fìʼìtə v shorten 

fʼitɔɔ n madness 

fʼtɔ become in coherent 

fnə v resemble 

fǐnɛn sell sell oneself 

fp v whip (v) 

fǐt v 1) apply (ointment), besmear 2) rub 

fɨ n shin 

fɨ ɔ̀ n blind person 

fɨʼ weigh 

fɨ ɔ̓̀ ɨ v 1) measure (v) 2) mark out, peg out 

fɨ ɔ̓̀ ɨ ɔ̀nə v draw (picture) 

fɨ ɔ̓̀ ɨ ɔ̀tə v demonstrate 

flawà n flower 

fɔ 1) n truth 2) trust 

fɔɔ n frontier, boundary 

fɔɔ̌ n medicine 

fɔɔ̌ məchɔŋnənə something used to increase 
sexual pleasure 

fɔ-chɔʼghɔn something that cures 

fɔɔ̌ftnə ointment 

fɔkwɛt injection 

fɔɔ̓̀ ɔ1 v 1) get, obtain 2) (be) rich 

fɔɔ̓̀ ɔ2 v bubble up, boil (water) 

fɔməywɛŋ relieve 

fɔɔ̌məywɛŋ painkiller 

fɔɔ̌minə medicine that we can swallow 

fɔngɔɔŋ traditional medicine 

fɔŋ v 1) wail, ululate (at funeral) (v) 2) shout 

fɔɔŋ n wailing, ululation (at funeral) (n) 

fɔt n mouse 

fɔɔ̀t n he-goat, billy goat 

fɔɔ̌tɨ ɔ n leaf 

fɔtpəɔ̀kǎt n shrew 

fɔɔ̌y n account (report) (n) 

fu1 n fellow-wife 

fu2 v (be) white 

fù n shell (of groundnut) 

fùfù n winnow (n) 

fùfùt n wind 

fùfùt chǎt ghà n blow (of wind) (v) 

fùfùtlòo n harmattan 

fùfùtngâʼ n storm 

fuhunə v 1) unload, take out (of container) 2) 
vomit (v) 

fùhùŋmbît n dung beetle 

fùkəp n ladle, spoon 

fùʼ n flea, louse 

fǔngwàshaaŋ n corn husk (n) 

fut v bleed 

futmbî v come (or go) out, exit (v) 

fuu n cockroach 

fùu n skin (of fruit) 



6 fwə̌

fwəɔ̌1 v ferment (alcohol) (v) 

fwəɔ̌2 v mold (n) 

fyɛ ɔ̀hɛ ɔ̀tə v explain 

fyɛ ɔ̀hɛ ɔ̀təɔ̀ ndônəɔ̀ n fork (in path) 

G g
galìk n garlic gbaaŋ v hit, beat (with stick/spear), slap 

Gh gh
gha v move 

ghâ n journey (n) 

ghaʼ v (be) hot (objects) 

ghanə1 v take a walk 

ghanə2 v wander 

ghǎngòʼo n ancestor 

ghəhənkǐ n malaria (fever) 

ghəhəŋ n fever (not malaria) 

ghəɔ̓̀ ə v (be) jealous 

ghənəshɨ v continue, resume 

ghɛ ɔt n ring (finger) 

ghɛt nəɔ̀tônə n earring 

ghɛ ɔtlam wedding ring 

ghɛtnəɔ̀lwî n nose ring 

ghɨheŋ-ngaʼ fever increase 

ghɨheŋmɛgha fever decrease 

ghɨhəŋ fever 

ghɨn n mortar 

ghɨt v 1) (be) cold (objects) 2) wet 

ghɔɔ̀ pro you (sing.) 

ghɔhəŋ n awe, reverence (for God) 

ghɔʼ v 1) (be) fat, (be) thick 2) (be) wide 

ghɔɔ̌n n illness, disease 

ghɔɔ̌n njwəɔ̓̀  v throb (with pain) 

ghɔɔ̌npǎŋ n leprosy 

ghɔɔ̀p n chaff 

ghɔɔ̀p nəpǒ n eggshell 

ghɔɔ̌ptɨ n bark (of tree) 

ghøɔ̌ v leave (place), go 

ghøgha n butterfly 

ghøɔ̀ghàaŋ n okra 

ghøghɛ n weaver-bird 

ghøɔ̌nkat v go round 

ghøø n lake 

ghǔ1 v fail 

ghǔ2 v 1) (be) guilty 2) fall 

ghǔfɔ v thank 

ghùhəɔ̌ŋ v threaten 

ghùhǔŋ v frighten 

ghumtə v honour (v) 

ghumtə



ghùnə̀ 7

ghùnəɔ̀ n fig tree 

ghuu1 n praise (n) 

ghuu2 v praise (someone) (v), congratulate 

ghyɛ ɔ̌ v invite, assemble (people), call 

H h
hàʼa v give, offer 

hàʼangəʼ v punish 

haʼfɔ medicate 

haʼkoo hospitalize 

haʼnəpiŋ nə mwəɔ breastfeed 

haʼywì give breath to 

həŋ interrog where? 

K k
ka 

ka kɔŋ yi nu unwilling to learn 

ka laŋh not notice 

ka pɔŋ 1) not attrative 2) disregard 

ka yi not know 

kaa v 1) rest 2) be tired 

kaaŋ v fry 

kachə quant nothing 

kakɔɔ̓̀ ɔ v (be) wrong 

kàʼ adv only 

kàʼa n peel (v) 

kàʼànə1 v promise (v) 

kàʼànə2 n promise (n) 

kànə v try 

kaŋmwəɔ playpen 

kàptə v blink 

kashə v (be) brown 

kashǐʼ n charcoal 

kat v 1) surround 2) (be) round 

katǎ never 

ke ghɔ liʼ naa ditract 

ke yi lǐ pøɔ̌ unpercetive 

ke yi ŋwaʼanə uneducated 

kechɔŋnə abstinence 

kə v (be) small, (be) thin 

kəɔ interrog what? 

kə shɔhkɔp dirty person 

kəkɔ n ringworm 

kəɔ̌t v dance (v) 

kəɔ̀tàaŋ v (be) empty 

kəɔ̀titî v stop up 

kətndiʼ commit suicide 

kəɔ̀tɔɔ v (be) rough 

kəyɔʼliʼ being unconscious 

kɛ ɔ̌ v germinate, sprout 

kɛ ɔ̌h v untie, loosen 



8 kɛnə

kɛnə v coil (rope) (v), wrap up 

kɛ ɔ̌ŋ n 1) wine seive(filter) 2) lick pot or pan 

kɛ ɔ̀p v go left (direction) 

kɛptə v 1) (be) narrow, make narrow 2) 
decrease, diminish 

kɛt n club, cudgel 

kipnə v 1) exchange (of goods) 2) change, 
alter 

kipnə-məpaŋ mwəɔ change baby"s napkin 

kɨ ɔ̀kaʼ n basket for fowls 

kɨ ɔ̀kàp n corn/banana pudding 

kɨ ɔ̀li n piece 

kɨ ɔ̀ndɨ ɔ̀ɨŋ n banana 

kɨp v shell (groundnuts) (v) 

kɨt pø young people 

kɨ ɔ̌t tɨ ɔ n trunk (of tree) 

kɨt-ŋɔɔ̀ youngster 

kɨ ɔ̀tnəkwê n log 

kɨ ɔ̀tnətǐtɨ n base of tree trunk 

kɨ ɔ̀tŋɔ n youth 

kɨ ɔ̀waʼ n dried cowpease leaves 

kǒ v touch 

kǒndɔɔp n wall of house 

koo n bed 

kòo n wall 

kɔɔ v (be) unripe 

kɔɔ̌ v 1) trickle (v), flow 2) snore 

kɔɔ̀f n coffee 

kɔʼ v 1) cry, weep 2) scream out 

kɔʼ-ŋɔɔ̀məngwɛ grown up woman 

kɔʼnəghu crying 

kɔɔ̓̀ ɔ v 1) right, (be) correct 2) be enough 

kɔɔ̓̀ ɔ pəɔ̀kât n cocoyam, taro 

kɔɔ̓̀ ɔkàshaŋ n (be) yellow 

kɔnə 1) v approach (v) 2) prep near 3) prep 
toward 

kɔɔŋ n run-off (of rain water) 

kɔɔ̌ŋ1 v (be) eager, (be) zealous 

kɔɔ̌ŋ2 v love (v) 

kɔɔ1 v 1) cut (hair), shave 2) carve 3) squeeze 
4) scratch 

kɔɔ2 n crab 

kɔɔ mbɨ ɔn v milk (cows, goats) (v) 

kɔɔ tɨ ɔ v work wood (v) 

kɔɔtɔ shave their head 

kɔpɔɔ̀t n cupboard 

kɔt1 v 1) tie (knot) 2) coagulate, clot 

kɔt2 v build 

kɔɔ̀t n 1) leg, foot 2) elephant's trunk 

kɔt tɔɔ n headpad 

kɔtə v 1) join, put together 2) accumulate 

køɔ̀nə v 1) act, do 2) stir 

ku v die 

kû dead body 

kǔ v weed (v) 

ku nchɔt nchɔɔ̀ killed in war 

ku ŋɔɔ̀ dead person 

kû shɛʼgha decomposing 

ku taʼngɛŋ finality of death 

kùkuʼ n midrib of palm-frond with needles 

kuʼunə v bow (as in greeting) 

kùʼùnə v (be) blunt 

kùʼùnə



kulɔ̀ɔŋ 9

kulɔɔ̀ɔŋ n lizard 

kumbù n bowl 

kunəkət impotent 

kunkǐ v fade, dim 

kunɔɔ̀ mbyɛ ɔnəɔ̀ n boar 

kunɔɔ̀ məɔ̀ngwɛ n sow 

kunɔɔ̀ɔ n pig 

kǔntɨ n stump 

kùnuʼ n suger cane drink 

kup1 n basket 

kup2 n forest 

kuptɔɔ̌ŋ n basket with small middle 

kut v gnaw 

kwà cardnum four (4) 

kwachøɔ̌ cardnum seven (7) 

kwàchøɔ̌məɔ̀ghû cardnum seventy (70) 

kwaʼanə calculate 

kwaʼnə have a thought 

kwàmbəɔ̓̀  n shoulder 

kwàməɔ̀ghû cardnum forty (40) 

kwànkɨ ɔ̌t cardnum four hundred (400) 

kwǎŋ v 1) think 2) hope (v) 

kwaŋ ngɛngɛn think well 

kwaŋ tɔ ngwa chwenə nu thinking before 
making a decision 

kwaŋtɔ 1) be consciouse 2) beware 

kwatə1 v cackle (as of chicken) 

kwatə2 v scrape (v) 

kwatɨ ɔ̌ə very early 

kwǎy v land (v), alight, perch 

kwe n bead 

kwee n bone 

kweetɔɔ n skull 

kweheŋ swelling 

kweʼ v spy (v) 

kweʼetə n knee 

kwenkǔn n spine, backbone 

kweshû n fish bone 

kwə1 n tumor 

kwə2 n hump (of cow) 

kwəhəŋ n abscess 

kwəɔ̓  n stool 

kwəʼə v 1) mount (horse, camel) (v) 2) climb, 
ascend 3) swell 4) grow up 

kwəʼətə n swelling 

kwəʼtə move up 

kwɛ v sharpen (knife) 

kwɛɔ̌ 1) v pick, pluck (fruit) 2) answer 

kwɛ yay opinion 

kwɛchɔɔ̌p v answer, reply (v) 

kwɛɔ̌h v cough (v) 

kwɛɔ̓̀ ɛ ɔ̀ n midwife 

kwɛʼɛtə mənkwɛɔ̌ŋ v kneel 

kwɛʼmwəɔ midwifery 

kwɛnɔɔ̌fɨ ɔ̓̀ i v sharpen, bring to point (arrow) 

kwɛɔ̌ŋ1 n bell 

kwɛɔ̌ŋ2 n talking drum 

kwɛt1 v help 

kwɛt2 n needle 

kwɛt3 v seize, take (v) 

kwɛt4 n needle(n) 

kwɛɔ̀tə v 1) harvest (maize) (v) 2) pluck 
(chicken) 



10 kwii

kwii v remember 

kwiməɔ̀kà n tortoise (land) 

kwǐn v filling something to the brime 

kwit v 1) herd (cattle, sheep) (v) 2) (be) short 

kwìt1 n 1) heap (n) 2) herd (cattle) 

kwìt2 n open mouth basket to catch fish 

kwǐt v 1) throw away (garbage) 2) pour 

kwìt shìshà v heap up 

kwitə v remember 

kwø v return 

kwøɔ̌ mu ejaculate 

L l
la1 dem then 

la2 n day, date 

la kwaŋkwaŋ guess 

la yɨlam engagement day 

laa v 1) (be) bright 2) (be) clean 

laatətɔɔ v (be) bald 

lah v notice (v) 

laʼ1 v (be) poor 

laʼ2 n hardship, distress 

laʼ3 v remain, stay 

laʼatə1 v bump (v) 

laʼatə2 v stagger, stumble 

lam1 1) n marriage (not ceremony) 2) 
marriage 

lam2 v marry 

lam ndǎndǎt n polygamy 

lam-choshi church wedding 

lam-njiŋnjiŋ married secretly 

lam-shaʼnə husband and wife no longer live 
together 

lamashì n 1) lemon 2) orange 3) grape fruit 

lamfî honeymooer 

lammɛɔ̌ v divorce (v) 

lanə v (be) blue, green 

lanəpi birthday 

lat v lick 

lǎy v spread (disease, fire) 

lê n birdlime (adhesive to catch birds) 

lě admire 

lèmətônə n earwax 

ləəŋ n horse 

ləəŋ mbyɛ ɔnəɔ̀ n stallion 

ləəŋ məɔ̀ngwɛ n mare (horse) 

ləhənə v persuade 

ləhtə mwəɔ comfort a baby 

ləʼ v abstain 

ləʼə v avoid, escape 

ləɔ̀mwəɔ n womb 

lənə v (be) lazy, weak 

ləŋ1 v wound (animal) 

ləŋ2 v 1) soften 2) melt 

ləɔ̌ŋ n chair 

lə̌ŋ



ləŋhtɨ 11

ləŋhtɨ break someone"s heart 

ləɔ̀ŋnəkɨ ɔ̀p n wickerwork 

lɛ v sleep (v) 

lɛ nə mwəɔmbɔt sex with a child 

lɛ nə yi nə ghɨt rape 

lɛ ɔh n shadow 

lɛ ɔ̀hɛ ɔ̀nə v forget 

lɛ ɔ̓̀ ɛ v limp 

lɛ ɔn 1) n brain 2) n knowledge 3) n wisdom 4) 
v wise 5) v intelligent 

lɛn kwitkwit unwise 

lɛnɛpɛ v (be) unconscious 

lɛŋ mind 

lɛŋhnə try to forget 

lɛŋhnə məyinə fail to understand 

lɛ ɔ̀plɛ ɔp n spider's web 

lɛtə v (be) silent 

lî n name 

lǐ n relative 

lìh ghuŋ symptom 

lihikɔɔ̀t n ankle 

lihipɔɔ n wrist 

liʼ1 v poison (a person) (v) 

liʼ2 n poison (on arrow) 

liʼ chenə pwəɔ a place where children are 
cared for 

liʼ kɛʼ pwəɔ maternity 

liʼ nkwaŋ think again 

lìʼi n place 

lìʼi fàʼa ngɔɔŋ n cultivated ground 

lìʼi lɨ ɔ̌ə məɔ̀yô n granary 

lìʼi pəɔ̀ku shəɔ n place of the dead (spiritual) 

lìʼi pǐ pwəɔ məɔ̀yô n garden 

lìʼi shùʼu ndɔɔ̀ti n garbage dump 

lìʼi twəɔ̌ məɔ̀kǐŋ n potter's kiln 

lìʼifɛ ɔ̀tnə n bruise (n) 

lìʼilâlâ n light 

lìʼilɛ ɔh n shelter (n) 

lìʼilɔɔ n town 

lìʼinəɔ̀ v perspire, sweat 

lìʼinyɛyô n kitchen 

lìʼitɨənə n open place, clearing 

lìʼìyě n point (n) 

liʼkɔŋ mənɛn love each other again 

liʼku-pø mortuary 

liʼndam remarry 

liʼnɛn-shayshay part of the body hurting 

lipnə v tangle (v) 

lishà n razor 

lǐt v 1) (be) heavy 2) weight 

lɨ ɔ n tongue 

lɨ ɔ̌ v (be) tasty, (be) sweet 

lɨə v hurt oneself 

lɨ ɔ̌ə v 1) store up, save 2) hide 

lɨ ɔ̓̀ ɨ v 1) refuse, forbid, deny 2) set (trap) 

lɨ ɔ̓̀ ɨ ɔ̀nə n lightning 

lɨʼɨtə n chin 

lɨ ɔmwəɔ n flame 

lɨnə v (to be) almost ripe 

lɨ ɔngûpnɔɔ n rainbow 

lɨ ɔ̌t v 1) defend, protect 2) guide 

lonə v (be) healthy, (be) well 

loo v 1) bite (v) 2) full 



12 lòo

lòo n dry season 

lòo shìshà n drought, famine 

lɔɔ̀ n honey 

lɔɔ̓̀ ɔ n feast 

lɔɔ̌lɔɔ̌ v 1) wake up (intr) 2) rise up (intr) 

lɔɔ̌lɔɔ̌ngɨ ɔə v move away, migrate 

lɔɔ̌ŋ n mud 

lɔɔ̀ɔ v smithing 

lɔp n fishhook, hook (n) 

lɔpà n rubber 

lɔt n hip 

lǔ v stink, smell (bad) 

lumtə v please, satisfy 

lǔn1 v (be) old (not young) 

lǔn2 v become old (age) 

lùngaŋ n bucket, pail 

lǔŋ1 v smell (v) 

lǔŋ2 n wild cat, civet cat 

lǔŋnəɔ̀ghû v bale out (canoe. boat) 

lùu n spirit (of dead person) (invisible) 

lwenə v mourning 

lwênəɔ̀ n mourning 

lwenə nəghu mourn 

lwenə---(ndwi-lwenə) dress in black 

lwə v beg (for money) 

lwɛŋ v incubate, set on eggs 

lwǐ v (be) bitter 

lwìlwî n bile, gall 

lwimwəɔ baby-sit 

lwìtə v (be) last 

M m
ma n mother 

maʼ ntɔnəghu death chant 

màʼa v 1) drop (tr) 2) pour libation 

màʼafàʼ v hunt (v) 

màʼàfàʼ n hunter 

màʼandâm v net (fish) (v) 

màʼàtə v wave (hand as a greeting) (v) 

màʼatɨ ɔ v cut down (tree) 

mama n grandmother 

mamâlìʼi adv everywhere 

mamâpøɔ̀ everybody 

mamây quant all 

mamâyô everything 

mamungû n hen 

manjɔŋ organisation that includes only males 

mankà n a kind of drum 

maŋàʼ n ant 

maŋàʼà məɔ̀fùt n flying ant 

maŋàʼà ndônəɔ̀ n army ant, soldier ant 

maŋàʼàkoo n bedbug 

mashɛ ɔ 1) v divine (v), prophesy (v) 2) n 
fortune teller (n) 

mashinshaa pø x-ray machine 

matɔshɔɔt n big hoe 

matɔshɔ̂t



matwɛ̀ʼ 13

matwɛ ɔ̓̀  n caterpillar 

mbà n flesh, meat 

mba-njìŋməɔ̀-yì-mbyɛ ɔnəɔ̀ n younger brother 

mba-njìŋməɔ̀-yì-məɔ̀ngwɛ n younger sister 

mbàʼ n cloud, fog 

mbàn n enemy 

mbàŋ n 1) inhabitant, resident 2) camp, 
encampment 

mbǎŋ n palm nut 

mbǎŋchàŋ n testicle 

mbǎŋfət n kidney 

mbǎŋmbî n evening 

mbat n 1) mountain 2) hill 

mbatəɔ̀ nti shɨ ɔ n (be) second 

mbee v (be) crooked 

mbɛtəɔ̀ n thief 

mbî n 1) world 2) outside 

mbǐ ngwàshaaŋ n kernel (of corn, maize) 

mbîfəɔ n cold weather 

mbii n mosquito 

mbim n pity (n) 

mbǐməɔ̀kô n bean 

mbìnəɔ̀mwəɔ n embers 

mbìt n pus 

mbît n excrement 

mbɨn breast milk 

mbɨ ɔn n milk (n) 

mbɨ ɔ̌ŋ chyətə ghà n drizzle 

mbǒndônəɔ̀ n crossroads, intersection 

mbònəkwe n knuckle, joint 

mbɔɔ̌1 v (be) low 

mbɔɔ̌2 1) n south 2) down 3) prep below, lower 

mbɔʼ mənu creativity 

mbɔʼɔɔ̀ məlɛ ɔ̌t n groundnut pudding 

mbɔʼɔɔ̀ njǐʼ n egusi pudding 

mbɔɔ̓̀ ɔpɔɔ n upper arm 

mbɔɔ̀n n squirrel 

mbɔɔ̌p n rat mole 

mbɔtmbî n afternoon 

mbû n money 

mbûfu n cowrie shell 

mbùu1 n side (of something) 

mbùu2 prep beside 

mbwəhənə n respect (v) 

mbwəɔ̓̀ mbɔp n palm rat 

mbwənəɔ̀ghû n coward 

mbyɛ ɔnəɔ̀ n male (sex) 

mbyɛnə poo pəngɛ male and female 

mechɔŋnənə to sex 

mentɨpnka herbs 

məɔ̀ pro self, I 

məɔ̀chèe n urine 

məɔ̀chəhə tənəɔ̀ v (be) restless, (be) unsettled 

məɔ̀chənə mbî v (be) alive 

məɔ̀chɔɔ̌p n news 

məfah twins 

məfaʼ nəghu risk your life 

məɔ̀fɔɔ n fat 

məɔ̀fɔɔkweè n bone marrow 

məfɔɔ̓̀ fɔɔ̓  n foam 

məɔ̀ghanəɔ̀ v obstruct 

məɔ̀ghǒndɔɔp n roof 



14 məghɔɔ ndɔp

məghɔɔ ndɔp n beam, rafter 

məɔ̀ghɔpmbà n fish-scale 

məghu mortality 

məɔ̀ghûtkɔɔ̀ɔ n slime (inorganic) 

məɔ̀ghûtpàŋ n oil palm 

məɔ̀ghûttât n polish 

məkopəkat n rice 

məkɔŋnə passion 

məkwaŋnə think 

məkwee bones 

məkweeŋɔ n skeleton 

məɔ̀kwəɔ n semen 

məkwøɔ̌ sperm 

məɔ̀làʼ n fish trap 

məlɛ ɔ̌t n groundnut 

məɔ̀lɨ ɔ̀ɨ n witchcraft 

məɔ̀lɨ ɔ̀n n 1) beard 2) saliva 

məlɔʼ pəkat n beer 

məlɔʼɔ nəntø n palm wine 

məlɔʼɔlɔ n mead, honey beer 

məɔ̀lwî n nasal mucus, snot 

məmbî n goat 

məmbi məngwɛ n she-goat, nanny goat 

məmbi ŋɔngɔɔŋ n praying mantis 

məməʼ v stutter 

mənâʼ n red pepper, hot pepper 

məɔ̀ngìn n fur 

məngû n chicken, fowl 

məngu fu v (be) famous 

məngukayøɔ̌ n dog 

məɔ̀ngwɛ n female (sex) 

məngwɛ məlɨ n witch (female) 

məngwɛ shɨ n principal wife, first wife 

məngwɛ-tô from another tribe 

məngwɛf n bride 

mənii n knife, sword 

məniməko n sickle 

mənjɨ məngwɛ n ewe 

mənjɨ ɔ̀t n sheep 

mənka chɔʼghun medicinal plants 

mənkəɔ̓̀ ə n rooster (cock) 

məntɨm n hawk 

mənù yay mû tɔ mind is full 

məɔ̀nwì n silk, hair (of maize) 

məpɔɔ̓̀  n chisel (n) 

məɔ̀shǎ n magic 

məɔ̀shanəɔ̀ n morning 

məɔ̀shaŋ n millet (rainy season), guineau corn 

məshiŋ n 1) bird 2) women's dance 

məɔ̀shù n break wind, fart 

mətaa n market (n) 

məɔ̀wě n hail 

məyɨʼ pretent pretent 

məɔ̀yɨʼ n pretend, fake (person) 

məyof v eat first of new crops 

mɛɔ̌ v 1) (be) used up 2) finish (v) (intr) 

mɛɔ̀tə v feel (active) 

mɛtə mə my love 

mɛtəkɔpnɛn take someone"s temperature 

mî n face 

mî



mǐ 15

mǐ v swallow 

mih chəhchəh power of observation 

mih ti nɔ attract attention 

mìməlwî v blow nose 

mìnə v domesticate, tame 

mɨ ɔ̓̀  n dew 

momtə puffy 

mɔ̀ɔ̀ ɔŋməywi ŋɔɔ̀ attempted murder 

mø poss your (pl) 

mû prep inside 

mu' quant whole 

mubɨɨŋ n 1) rainy season 2) rain 

mûkɔɔ̀t n sole 

mǔmbɨ ɔ v (be) wicked 

mǔnchɔɔ̀t n palate 

mǔpɔɔ n palm (of hand) 

mûtɔkəkɔɔ̓̀  mentally ill 

mwə n fire 

mwəɔ n child 

mwəɔ chě baby urinate 

mwə ləəŋ mbyɛnə n colt 

mwəɔ lɛʼ nəpuŋ yi miscarry 

mwə naʼa məngwɛ n heifer 

mwə ndɛn intelligent child 

mwə ngwəʼ nəghɔ n upper grinding stone 

mwəɔ shikut student 

mwəɔ yɛ yi labour 

mwə-mwə-mbyɛnə n grandson 

mwə-mwə-məngwɛ n granddaughter 

mwəɔ-ndaŋwaʼanə shoolboy 

mwə-ndimə-yi-mbyɛnə n nephew 

mwə-ndimə-yi-məngwɛ n niece 

mwə'əɔ̀ cardnum one (1) 

mwəchì'ɛ quant few 

mwəchiʼɛ nkat n small drum 

mwəfaʼ n servant 

mwəfay n firstborn 

mwəfu v (be) young baby 

mwəɔfu small child 

mwəkɨtə n chameleon 

mwəkɔt n toe 

mwəkunɔɔ n piglet 

mwəli n eye 

mwəlishi n pupil (of eye) 

mwəmbɔ n finger 

mwəmbɔndɔ n thumb 

mwəmbɔt n baby 

mwəɔmbɔt newborn 

mwəmbyɛnə n boy, son 

mwəməmbi n kid 

mwəməngu n chick 

mwəməngu kayøɔ̌ n pup 

mwəməngwɛ 1) n girl, daughter 2) miss 

mwəmənjɨt n lamb 

mwəmənti n orphan 

mwəməti orphan 

mwəmngwɛ ntɔʼmbɨ ɔn young girl 

mwəmwə n cousin 

mwənaʼa n calf 

mwənəpuŋ birth rigth 

mwənkɔ n young woman or man 

mwənwə n foetus 



16 mwəpushi

mwəpushi n kitten 

mwəshishɛ n mud block 

myɛɔ̓̀ ɛ v throw away, throw 

N n
nǎ interrog how? 

naa v watch, look after 

naa ngwah turn a blind eye 

naa njø call attention 

naa nu ngɛnngɛn investigate 

naa yǎ a kɔʼ verify 

nàʼa n cow 

naʼa mbɛtnə n steer, ox 

naʼa mbyɛnə n bull 

naʼangə v say goodbye, take leave of 

nanjə v look at 

nchàʼ n gill 

nchaŋyɛhɛnə n mud wasp 

nchapnəchapnə hallucination 

nchè n guide (n) 

nchě-ghɔn person who takes care of a 
patient 

nchəɔ̌ŋ n diarrhea 

nchəɔ̀pnəɔ̀ n insult (n) 

nchəɔ̀t1 v lie (v) (tell lies) 

nchəɔ̀t2 n lie (n) (falsehood) 

nchi n rubbish 

nchǐ1 n relative by marriage 

nchǐ2 n father-in-law 

nchinchɔɔ n toad 

nchitfŋ n stopper, plug 

nchɨ ɔŋ n bottle 

nchɔɔ̀ n war 

nchɔɔ̓̀  n ratttle 

nchɔʼ kwɛʼɛ n namesake 

nchɔʼɔ n muscle 

nchɔʼɔkɔt n calf of leg 

nchɔʼɔpɔ n forearm 

nchɔʼpø someone who treat sick people 

nchɔɔ̌p n leopard 

nchɔɔ̌pkwachøɔ̌ cardnum seventeen (17) 

nchɔpmwəʼə cardnum eleven (11) 

nchɔpnəfɔɔ cardnum eighteen (18) 

nchɔpnəkwa cardnum fourteen (14) 

nchɔpnəpuʼu cardnum nineteen (19) 

nchɔpntɔ cardnum sixteen (16) 

nchɔppɛt cardnum twelve (12) 

nchɔpta cardnum fifteen (15) 

nchɔptɛt cardnum thirteen (13) 

nchɔɔ̀t n mouth 

nchɔt nənɔɔ1 adv west 

nchɔt nənɔɔ2 n sunset 

nchɔt windu n window 

nchɔtlɛ n tip (of something) 

nchɔtndɔp n door 

nchɔtndɔp



nchɔtye 17

nchɔtye n forehead 

nchuʼə v open something that has a cover or 
locking door (eg. a box) 

nda nwi n church 

ndâ-ku morgue 

ndafɛʼ n courtyard 

ndâfɔɔ̌ pharmacy 

ndaghɔn n hospital 

ndâghun hospital 

ndâghun-ghaaŋfʼtɔ mental hospital 

ndâghun-pəpât hospital for mentally ill 
people 

ndàh n parrot 

ndâʼ n poor man 

ndâm n net (hunting, fishing) 

ndaməshiŋ n nest 

ndandat quant many 

ndanəlɔɔŋ n shell (musical instrument) 

ndanəŋwɛ n quiver (n) 

ndangwəʼ n cave 

ndanù-mbyɛnə poo pəngɛ organisation 
that includes males and females 

ndǎŋ n ram 

nday-ghuŋ cause of disease or sickness 

ndayndɔŋ late 

nde n rattle (musical instrument) 

ndəŋtə weak 

ndɛ n throat 

ndɛ njɨə dream of 

ndɛ ɔn 1) intellectual 2) intelligent 

ndɛnki n channel 

ndɛ ɔ̌ŋ n bamboo 

ndɛŋpaŋ n paddle (n) 

ndɛpɨ v 1) (be) depressed (emotional state) 2) 
sad 3) annoy, disturb 

ndi-mamə-yi-mbyɛnə n mother's brother 
(uncle) 

ndi-mamə-yi-məngwɛ n mother's sister 
(aunt) 

ndi-ndomə-yi-mbyɛnə n brother-in-law 

ndi-ndomə-yi-məngwɛ n sister-in-law 

ndi-tyɛmə-yi-mbyɛnə n father's brother 
(uncle) 

ndi-tyɛmə-yi-məngwɛ n father's sister 
(aunt) 

ndih nətɔŋ umbilical cord 

ndiʼ 1) poisonous 2) poison 

ndîʼ n poison (n) 

ndiʼìngɔɔŋ n farmer 

ndimwəɔ babysitter 

ndindiʼ n smoke, soot 

ndɨnətuʼ n owl 

ndɨ ɔ̌p now 

ndɨ ɔ̀t n shield (n) 

ndô n husband, groom 

ndomwə n son-in-law 

ndônəɔ̀ n path, road 

ndonə nəghu ghɔ cost your life 

ndɔɔ̀fɔɔ n duck 

ndɔnənɔɔ n daylight 

ndɔɔ̀ŋ n time 

ndɔɔŋ n cup 

ndɔŋmbat n summit, highest point 

ndɔŋtɔ n crown (of head) 

ndɔɔp n house 



18 ndɔ̀t

ndɔɔ̀t n 1) drainage 2) small stream 3) annual 
traditional feast 

ndùn n tail 

ndun ŋɔ tɔ ɛ ka kɔʼɔnə n senile person 

ndùn-ŋɔɔ̀ old man 

ndungha aging 

ndunma n old woman 

ndunnəfɨŋ n ulcer 

ndunŋɔ n old man 

nduŋ blockheaded 

nduŋghaʼ n (be) expensive 

nduŋpɔɔŋ v (be) inexpensive 

ndupaʼ n tobacco 

ndùuŋ n price 

ndwəɔ̀' because 

ndwəɔlìʼi n beggar 

ndwɛɔ̌n n hammer 

ndwɛnki n hippopotamus 

ndwɛɔŋ n horn 

ndwi n 1) cloth 2) clothes 

ndwi yɨ shɛ ndɔp n rag 

ndwilam wedding gown 

ndwìtəɔ̀ n edge (n), end (n) 

nə coordconn with, and 

nəchit n cooking stone 

nəɔ̀fâ n twin 

nəɔ̀fàŋ n thunder 

nəɔ̀fê n waterfall 

nəfəɔ̌ stupid 

nəɔ̀fəɔ̌ n stupid person 

nəɔ̀f n green mamba 

nəɔ̀fɨŋ n wound, sore 

nəfɨŋmwə n burn (n) 

nəɔ̀fɔɔ cardnum eight (8) 

nəfɔɔməghu cardnum eighty (80) 

nəɔ̀fùt n feather 

nəɔ̀ghəɔ̓̌  n jaw 

nəɔ̀ghɛ ɔnə n shoulder blade 

nəgho ndɔp n bamboo rafters 

nəghɔ wəʼə yo1 n grinding stone 

nəghɔ wəʼə yo2 n lower grinding stone 

nəɔ̀ghɔɔ̌p1 n side (of body) 

nəɔ̀ghɔɔ̌p2 n armpit 

nəghøɔ̌nka n latrine, toilet 

nəɔ̀ghû1 n death 

nəɔ̀ghû2 cardnum ten (10) 

nəghu mwənkɔɔ̀ die young 

nəghu-ngəʼ painful death 

nəghukɔɔ̀ accidental death 

nəkalɔ n beeswax, bee-bread 

nəɔ̀kǎŋ n drier (for fish, meat) 

nəɔ̀kəɔ̌t n penis 

nəɔ̀kǐŋ n cooking pot (earthenware), pot 
(water) 

nəkiŋ ndupaʼ n tobacco pipe 

nəkiŋ pəkat n metal pot 

nəɔ̀kit n fireplace 

nəɔ̀kɔɔ̌ŋ n lance (spear) (n) 

nəɔ̀kwaʼanə n gravel 

nəkwì 1) n (be) high 2) n north 3) n up 4) 
prep above 

nəɔ̀làʼà n short basket to catch fish 

nə̀làʼà



nəlɛ ngwaymə 19

nəlɛ ngwaymə v (be) sleepy 

nəɔ̀lɔʼɔnə n knot (in wood) 

nəlɔŋtɨ n thumb piano 

nəɔ̀lɔɔŋ n music 

nəlun old age 

nəɔ̀lwî n nose 

nəɔ̀mɨ ɔ̀ɨ n proverb 

nəngwəʼə n termite hill 

nəngwəŋ imbecile 

nəɔ̀nkat n raffia palm 

nənkənkɔŋ n date palm 

nəɔ̀nɔɔ̀ɔ n sun 

nənɔɔ shɔt mu nɔɔfu n eclipse (moon) 

nənɔɔta n sunshine 

nəɔ̀ntɨ n nail (n) 

nəɔ̀ntø n palm tree 

nəŋa v (be) fast 

nəɔ̀ŋwɛŋ n arrow, bow (hunting) 

nəɔ̀pa n dragonfly 

nəɔ̀paŋ n buttock 

nəɔ̀pɛ ɔ̌ n liver 

nəpɛpaŋ n lung 

nəpi giving birth 

nəɔ̀pǐ n cola nut 

nəpɨchu n fish dam 

nəpɨn breast 

nəɔ̀pɨ ɔn n 1) breast 2) udder 

nəɔ̀pɨ ɔt n 1) ditch, pit 2) hole 

nəpɨtnki n well (n) 

nəɔ̀pǒ n egg 

nəpopaŋ n yolk (of egg) 

nəpot heaven 

nəɔ̀pɔʼ n bundle (n) 

nəpɔʼɔ nkɨt n strap (n) 

nəɔ̀pɔɔ̀p n wing 

nəɔ̀pɔɔt n sky 

nəɔ̀pu'u cardnum nine (9) 

nəpuʼuməghu cardnum ninety (90) 

nəpuʼuyɛ n sorcerer (male) 

nəpumu v (be) kind 

nəɔ̀pùŋ n stomach (internal) 

nəpuŋlonə n stomachache, upset stomach 

nəɔ̀pwəɔ̓̀ ə n pumpkin 

nəpwəʼə pəkat n melon 

nəshɛ ɔ̀ grave 

nəɔ̀shɛ ɔ̀ n grave 

nəɔ̀shii v (be) honest 

nəshɨ ɔ adv forward (direction) 

nəɔ̀shɨ ɔ prep be in front or before 

nəɔ̀shɔŋ n fish trap 

nəɔ̀shɔɔ̌ŋ n tooth 

nəshɔŋ njwɛ nəgha n molar tooth 

nəshɔŋ shaynə n toothache 

nəshɔŋ tankaʼ n elephant's tusk 

nəshɔŋnɔ n fang (of snake) 

nəshyɛ məshanə n morning-star (Venus) 

nəshyɛʼɛ nki n ford (n) 

nəɔ̀shyɛ ɔŋ n star 

nəɔ̀tî1 n be underneath 

nəɔ̀tî2 n bottom 

nətiʼikɔt n heel 

nətinəpuŋ n abdomen (external) 



20 nə̀tɨ̌t

nəɔ̀tɨ ɔ̌t n jigger 

nəɔ̀tônə1 n antenna 

nəɔ̀tônə2 n ear 

nətonə shaynə n earache 

nəɔ̀tɔɔ1 n intestines 

nəɔ̀tɔɔ2 n trap (n) 

nətɔchɔp n word 

nəɔ̀tɔɔ̓̀  n thigh 

nəɔ̀tɔʼɔnə n knot 

nəɔ̀tɔɔ̌ŋ1 n navel 

nəɔ̀tɔɔ̌ŋ2 n thorn 

nəɔ̀tǔʼ n night 

nəɔ̀wiʼinə n a separation in a kitchen 
supporting the ceiling 

nəyingun v dwell, inhabit 

nɛ ɔn n body 

nɛ ɔ̌n v teach, show 

nɛ ɔn-məɔ̀shɔɔ̌ŋ v bare, show (teeth) 

nɛn-nchɨʼnchɨʼ fit 
nɛn-ninəninə dizziness 

nɛn-njɔhnjɔh have an ich 

nɛn-ntǔntǔ very warm body 

nɛn-shayshay pain 

nɛntwɔtwɔ v (be) hot (of person) 

nɛ ɔ̀tə v light (fire) (v) 

nga interj no 

ngâ n 1) guest, visitor 2) stranger 3) traveler 

ngàaŋ məɔ̀lɨ ɔ̀ɨ n wizard 

ngàaŋ məɔ̀taa n trader 

ngaaŋ-ndandat-pəngwɛ polygamist 

ngaaŋ-taʼ-gɔɔ̀məngwɛ person with one wife 

ngaaŋfɛ pø person who cause anther to be in 
an unusual state of consciousness 

ngaaŋfɔɔ̌ medicine man 

ngaaŋghun sick person 

ngan-chɔʼmeshɔŋ dentist 

nganəghɔ n traitor 

nganka n bush dweller 

ngaŋ shanə n host 

ngaŋ-chɔʼ yoməkɔt vertinary doctor 

ngaŋchaŋ n prisoner, captive 

ngaŋfɔ 1) n medicine man, traditional healer 
2) be in medicine 

ngaŋfɔʼ n rich man 

ngaŋlɔɔ n blacksmith 

ngàŋmèsha n magic man 

ngaŋmi n something that qualifies a witch or 
wizard 

ngaŋnjwəʼ v (be) bold 

ngaŋpɔɔ n potter 

ngaŋto n messenger 

ngaŋyo n owner 

ngât n gun 

ngəgha mbɨnəgha v spill (moving to and 
from) 

ngəʼ 1) v suffer 2) n penalty, punishment; 3) n 
load, burden(n) 

ngɛnngɛn v 1) (be) perfect 2) often 3) 
usually 4) same 5) always 6) equal and well 
(adv) 

ngɛŋchøɔ̌ quant sometimes, perhaps 

ngɛŋmwəʼə once 

ngɛptəpɔ v (be) generous 

ngì n voice 

ngì



ngi-nəghu 21

ngi-nəghu cry that indicates death 

ngìn n hair 

ngin kɛnəkɛnə n tuft, lock (of hair) 

ngin nəghɔptə n pubic hair 

ngin-kɔp kipnə change colour due to illness 

ngìn-tɔ n hair (of head) 

nginfu n white hair 

ngingiyɛ v (be) dizzy 

nginnɛn n hair (of body) 

ngɔɔ̓̌  n year 

ngɔʼmbî lifespan 

ngɔʼɔ chøɔ̌ adv olden times 

ngɔnka n bush country, rural area 

ngɔɔŋ n farm (n) 

ngɔɔ̀ɔŋ n country, ethnic area, village 

ngɔɔŋnki n 1) river bank 2) seashore, beach 

ngɔɔ̀p1 n 1) mat 2) animal skin 

ngɔɔ̀p2 n threshing-floor 

ngɔɔp n antelope 

ngɔp mwəli n eyelid 

ngɔt ŋɔɔ̀məngwɛ a woman who acts like 
woman 

ngu n mother-in-law 

ngûn1 n weeds 

ngûn2 n hunt (n) 

ngupnɔ n python 

ngwà n fail a promise 

ngwah nu careless 

ngwanmba n butcher (n) 

ngwâŋ n salt 

ngwàŋy n half 

ngwapa n guava 

ngwashaaŋ n maize, corn 

ngwashwə n sweet potato 

ngway njwəʼ v (be) courageous, (be) brave 

ngwəʼ n termite 

ngwəɔ̓̀  n stone, rock 

ngwəʼəlɔɔ n anvil 

ngwəʼmbɔp n mole 

ngwɛɔ n regime (of bananas) 

ngwɛmwə n daughter-in-law 

ngwɛŋɔ n wife 

ngwɛshu n fisherman 

ngwɛɔ̀t n 1) family 2) seed 

ngwɛtmi n eyelash 

ngwɛtŋɔ n descendant 

ngwøɔ̀ n river, brook, stream 

ngyɛnə nkun n small of back 

nǐ v 1) walk 2) come 

nìinə n movement 

niʼ v 1) fill 2) load 3) pour 

niʼapɛ v immerse (v) 

nini n bee 

ninɔ v bring 

nɨ ɔ̌ v 1) defecate 2) lay (eggs) 

nɨ ɔ̌h v hit, strike (with hand) 

nɨ ɔ̓̀ ɨ n spear grass 

nɨ ɔ̓̀ ɨ ɔ̀nə v shake (tr) 

nɨ ɔn n ocean, sea 

nɨtə tramp 

nɨ ɔ̀tə nəkɔɔ̀t v stamp (with feet) 

nja menu pə njwɛʼ nə subjects 
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nja yi manner 

njaa n character, reputation 

njàʼ n 1) fin 2) clitoris 

njamənǐnə way of life 

njankə n meaning (n) 

njaŋ 1) n xylophone 2) hernia 

njǎŋ n hernia 

njǎy n color 

njì n (be) hungry, hunger (v) 

nji nu care about 

njinji n fly (n) 

njiŋ n room 

njìŋ1 1) after, behind 2) backward 

njìŋ2 n back (of something) 

njiŋfɔɔ̌ medicine bottle 

njiŋhiŋ life after death 

njîŋlɛnə n bedroom 

njiŋnjiŋ n darkness 

njiŋtɔŋ n nape of neck 

njîpnə n cutting grass 

njipnə məshaʼ n porcupine 

njɨ ɔ̀ə n 1) dream (n) 2) moth 

njɔɔ̌ n axe 

njɔʼ mwəɔ baby kicks 

njɔʼliʼ to regain consciousness 

njɔɔ̌p n vegetable 

njǔ n buffalo 

njwê n whistle (n) 

njwəʼ heart 

njwəɔ̓̀  n chest 

njwəʼ ff n heartburn 

njwɛʼɛtə ̄li n spy (n) 

njwɛʼtə məliʼ pay attention to more than one 
thing 

njwɛŋ nəgha n cheek 

njwɛŋ nəghɔp n rib 

njwɛŋ nəpɨn n breastbone 

njwi pøɔ̌ murderer 

njwi-ŋɔɔ̀ killer 

njwɔʼ shanəshanə v palpitate (of heart) 

nkâ1 n grass 

nkâ2 n bush 

nkǎ n oath 

nka ŋɔ məngwɛ n barren woman 

nkaa n monkey 

nkàa n storage basket for groundnut 

nkàaŋ n age-group 

nkaaŋ-ŋɔɔ̀ people of the same age group 

nkah 1) n (be) impotent 2) infertile 

nkâʼ n fence (n) 

nkaʼa shɔhɔ nkɔp n bathing place 

nkâŋ n corn beer 

nkàt n bamboo basket 

nkatlɔɔ n big drum 

nkəʼgha growing 

nkɛ ɔ̀t n bamboo mat 

nkǐ n water 

nki kaʼkaʼ n spring 

nki mətɔɔtɨ n juice 

nkǐ-mbɨmbɨ dirty water 

nkikɔnkɔ n current (river, stream) 

nkikɔnkɔ
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nkimba n soup, broth 

nkimbaŋ n blood 

nkinəkɔʼ n tears (n) 

nkinəpɨt1 n pool 

nkinəpɨt2 n waterhole 

nkiyɛ n flood (n) 

nkɨŋ nchɔt n lip 

nkɨŋli n eyebrow 

nkɨ ɔ̌t n 1) string (n), rope 2) bowstring 

nkɨt nətɔŋ n umbilical cord 

nkɨ ɔ̌ttɨn n wire 

nkǒ n beehive 

nkɔɔŋ n bat 

nkɔɔ̌ŋ1 n 1) pestle 2) bellows 

nkɔɔ̌ŋ2 prep before 

nkɔŋ pan n fufu stick 

nkɔŋ ŋwaʼan n pen 

nkɔŋnə love 

nkɔɔ̀ɔŋnə n love (n) 

nkɔp to n brideprice (for bride's family) 

nkɔpto n dowry (for groom's family) 

nkɔɔ̀t n fight (n) 

nku n inheritance 

nku nəghu ŋɔnəkaaŋ lay down your life 

nku ŋɔɔ̀ n corpse 

nku-ku murdered person 

nkuh n widower, widow 

nkùʼ n elephantiasis 

nkùm n box 

nkum kuŋɔ coffen 

nkuməyo inheritance 

nkǔn1 n back 

nkǔn2 n fields, grassland 

nkun meshɛ ɔ̀ cementery 

nkun məshɛ n cemetery 

nkun-shaysay backache 

nkunjotə n desert 

nkùp n debt 

nkushɛ ghost 

nkutɔ 1) n deaf person 2) some one who does 
not hear 

nkwaʼanə v feel (passive) 

nkwaʼnə train of 

nkwǎn n slave 

nkwaŋ mənu imagining things 

nkwaŋ ngɛngɛn think clearly 

nkwaŋ nu yi a ka chə nə imagining things 
that do not exist 

nkwê n firewood, wood 

nkwəɔ̓̀ 1 n bridge 

nkwəɔ̓̀ 2 n stem, stalk (of maize, millet, etc.) 

nkwəʼ nəlwi n bridge (of nose) 

nkwəʼətəɔ̀ n ladder 

nkwəʼətə tɔ ndɔp n scaffolding 

nkwɛɔ̀ 1) n bachelor 2) n spinster 3) 
unmarried 4) not married 

nkẁɛɔ̀ bachelor 

nkwɛʼ pwəɔ midwife 

nkwɛŋpɔ n elbow 

nkwɛt-shɨ ɔməɔ̀-yì-mbyɛ ɔnəɔ̀ n elder brother 

nkwɛt-shɨ ɔməɔ̀-yì-məɔ̀ngwɛ n elder sister 

nkwinə n cripple (n) 

nkwinkaʼ v fence in (v) 
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nɔ v 1) drink 2) smoke 

nɔɔ n snake 

nɔfɔɔ̌ drink medicine 

nɔkə interrog why? 

nɔɔ̀ɔ n 1) animal 2) month 

nɔɔ̀ɔf n new moon 

nɔɔ̀ɔfu1 n moon 

nɔɔ̀ɔfu2 n moonlight 

nɔɔfu shɔt mu nənɔɔ n eclipse (sun) 

nɔɔloonə n full moon 

nɔɔpinə n hot weather 

nɔs nurse 

ntakɔt n footstep 

ntalɔp n fishing line 

ntǎŋ1 n flute 

ntǎŋ2 n horn (musical instrument) 

ntaŋsha adv far 

ntəɔt n waist 

nti n cane, walking stick 

ntishɨ1 n chief, headman 

ntishɨ2 v lead, guide (v) 

ntɨ ɔ n heart 

ntɨnənɔɔ n noon 

ntɨntɔh pəkat n potato 

ntɨpnka herb 

ntô-nəghu death notice 

ntonto n cloth worn by woman 

ntɔɔ cardnum six (6) 

ntɔməghu cardnum sixty (60) 

ntɔɔ̀ŋmeshɛ ɔ̀ grave maker 

ntɔŋtə mənu inquisitive 

ntɔɔ̌p n 1) hut 2) cattle pen 

ntunkaŋ1 n adult 

ntunkaŋ2 n elder 

ntùntù n dust 

ntuyo n weaver 

ntwǐ n anus 

nù n story (tale) 

nu kwaŋnə what is being guessed 

nuhənə n law 

nùhəŋ v push 

nùʼùtə v twist 

nun n vagina 

nǔpɨ ɔ1 n (be) taboo 

nǔpɨ ɔ2 n evil, badness 

nushaʼanə n announcement 

nwə n 1) flock (of birds) 2) flock (of sheep, 
goats) 3) herd (cattle, sheep) (n) 

nwəɔ̌ v 1) put, place, set 2) keep, store 

nwəhəmwə v nurse, suckle (baby) (tr) 

nwən wəshɛ1 v (be) lying down 

nwən wəshɛ2 v lie down 

nwì n God (supreme being) 

nwiʼi kwe n splinter, sliver (n) 

nwìʼìtə v crush (tr) 

nwingɔŋ1 n god, fetish (spirit) 

nwingɔŋ2 n fetish priest 

nwìtə v trample 

nwìtə
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Ny ny
nyaʼatə v trip 

nyǎm v mix (v), knead 

nyɛ v prepare (food to cook), cook 

nyɛ ɔ̌ n tendril 

nyɛhɛ adj not attractive 

nyɛhɛnə v decorate 

nyɛʼɛtə v stalk (v) 

nyɛ ɔ̀nəɔ̀ n centipede, millipede 

nyɛtɨ n root 

nyim nəmbɔ n fingernail 

nyimnə n claw 

nyìnə v 1) caress (v) 2) tickle (v) 

Ŋ ŋ
ŋàanə v crawl 

ŋaʼahə v straddle 

ŋamnə v crawl (lizard) 

ŋan nki n crocodile 

ŋɛmnə v (be) slow 

ŋɔɔ̀ n person 

ŋɔɔ̀ a yi ŋwaʼanə ngɛnngɛn nə someone 
who has learned 

ŋɔɔ̀ kəchɔp introvert 

ŋɔɔ̀ pə ka yi nə someone who is not known 

ŋɔɔ̀ pə ywi shɨ nchɔ nə a person kill at the 
war front 

ŋɔɔ̀ pə ywinə muerdered man 

ŋɔ-kachø nobody 

ŋɔ-mbaŋ n white man 

ŋɔɔ̀-mbɨ ɔ n bad person 

ŋɔɔ̓̀ ɔ v wink (eye) 

ŋɔmbyɛnə n man (male) 

ŋɔɔ̀mbyɛnə man 

ŋɔməngwɛ n woman 

ŋɔɔ̀məngwɛ a teelam nə divorcee 

ŋɔməngwɛ kə fəŋ ŋɔɔ̀mbyɛnə harlot 

ŋɔməshɔŋ n crowd 

ŋɔndɔ n important person 

ŋɔshi n black man 

ŋuʼunkun n hunchback 

ŋùmnə1 v grumble, complain 

ŋùmnə2 v hum (v) 

ŋwàʼànəɔ̀ n book 

ŋwətɨ n peg (n) 

Ɔ ɔ
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ɔy v hello 

P p
pà1 n baboon 

pà2 pro we (incl.) 

pâ n koki corn (corn pudding) 

paaŋ v abandon 

pachøɔ̌ quant some, other (men) 

pǎh v bark (as dog) (v) 

paʼ1 v plait, braid (hair) 

paʼ2 v weave 

paʼanə n machete, cutlass 

pàʼàtə n water grass 

pǎn v hate (v) 

pankə interrog how many? 

panlɔp n bait 

panmbo pəkat n flour 

panpəkat n bread 

pâŋ n canoe 

pǎŋ v (be) red 

paŋnkə n number 

papa v flatten 

pashtɨkə n corn/groundnut pudding 

pashyɛ məngwəʼ n monitor, agama lizard 
(red-headed) 

pat mad person 

pât n mad person 

pǎt v carry (child) on back 

̧pât madness 

pat məlɔʼ v (be) drunk 

patə1 v follow 

patə2 v close 

patə3 v 1) shut (tr) 2) fold 

patɛt v (be) third 

patmwəɔ carry baby on back 

patwa n robe (man's gown) 

pǎy v (be) flat 

pee v pick (tr), choose (tr) 

peshɔt v dive 

pəɔ̌ v belch 

pə ka shɔŋnə nji little-known 

pə sha yi a wanə mbi deliver a baby 
through operation 

pə yi obvious 

pə yi yi famous 

pəlun pø elderly people 

pəya v imply 

pɛ1 v 1) lose (tr) 2) sink 3) drown 4) quench 

pɛ2 v pay (for goods, services, etc.) 

pɛ ɔ̌ v pick up 

pɛʼ ngwɛ ndi ghɔ marry your brother;s wife 

pɛʼngwaŋ take a position nɔ nu 

pɛʼtɔ preocupied 

pɛmbû n payment 

pɛŋ v paint (v) 

pɛŋ
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pɛ ɔŋ n paint (n) 

pɛŋfu n lime, whitewash 

pɛt v castrate 

pɛ ɔt cardnum two (2) 

pɛtəɔ̀ v steal 

pɛtməghu cardnum twenty (20) 

pɛtməghunəpanəkwa cardnum twenty-
four (24) 

pɛtməghunəpapɛt cardnum twenty-two 
(22) 

pɛtməghunəpata cardnum twenty-five (25) 

pɛtməghunəpatɛt cardnum twenty-three 
(23) 

pɛtməghunətɛʼɛ cardnum twenty-one (21) 

pɛtnkɨt cardnum two hundred (200) 

pi deliver 

pǐ v 1) add, increase 2) bear (child) 

pi ndɔɔŋ kəkɔʼ premature birth 

pihənə pɔ nɔɔ̌ lam ask someone to marry 

pihinə1 v ask, request 

pihinə2 n request (n) 

pilaŋ n plank (n) 

piməyo n agriculture 

piŋ v 1) accept, receive 2) agree 3) believe 

pîŋ n dance (n) 

piŋ mbɔ believe in 

piŋyɛ v agree 

pɨ v (be) bad 

pɨheŋ mû nəghu resurrect 

pɨhɨndɛ v (be) angry 

pɨhɨtəɔ poorly 

pɨ ɔ̀ɨnə n return from some where 

pɨnchɔt n breakfast 

pɨ ɔ̀nə v 1) capsize 2) go back, return 

pɨŋhəʼəŋ v return (give back) (tr) 

pɨ ɔ̌t n response 

plepan n plate 

po pro they (human) 

pǒ v meet 

poʼo məpɔmi v flap the wings 

poʼonə ndwɛn v hit with a hammer 

pònəɔ̀ n dove 

popoya n pawpaw, papaya 

pɔ 1) v groan (with pain) 2) hand 

pɔɔ1 n arm, hand 

pɔɔ2 n handle 

pɔ nəkiŋ ndupaʼ n pipe-stem 

pɔʼ v 1) clap (hands) 2) play instrument 3) 
beat drum 4) swim 5) thresh grain 

pɔɔ̓  n lion 

pɔləŋləŋ v mold (pottery) 

pɔndwi n loincloth 

pɔnə1 v get well 

pɔnə2 v calm (oneself) 

pɔɔ̌ŋ 1) v (be) good 2) beauty 

pɔŋ wø distinguish 

pɔɔ n potter's clay 

pɔɔ lashɨ old but still able to do things 

pɔɔ ywɛtəywɛtə v lump (clay) 

pɔɔŋ v lack (v) 

pɔtɨ n branch (of tree) 

pøɔ̌ pro you (pl.) 

pøʼ v break (tr) 
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puh njwɛʼ study something a second time 

puhəŋ mwəɔ spoil a child 

puhunə v contradict 

puhuŋ v destroy, spoil, ruin 

puhuŋli v slander (v) 

pùʼə n mushroom 

pùʼi n leftovers 

pup1 n ashes 

pup2 v disappear 

pupuʼ 1) n deaf mute 2) dumb 

pushi n cat 

putəɔ̀ v complaint 

pǔtəɔ̀ n umbrella 

pwǎ n ankle ring, bangle 

pwəhənə v roast 

pwənəgho1 v (be) afraid 

pwənəgho2 n fear (n) 

pyɛ ɔ n avocado 

Sh sh
sha v 1) cut open 2) hatch 3) saw (wood) 

shǎ1 adj giant 

shǎ2 v (be) long 

shaa-ŋɔɔ̀ operate 

shagha get taller 

shàhǎŋ adv here 

shakəɔ̀ promiscuity 

shàkəɔ̀ n prostitute 

shaʼ v 1) order (someone to do something) 2) 
announce 

shaʼ myɛnə poo pəngɛ problems between 
men and women 

shaʼa n command (n) 

shàʼa v scatter (tr) 

shaʼa nənɔɔ adv east, sunrise 

shaʼatə v crunch 

shaʼtashaŋ n gizzard 

shàm n comb (n) 

shǎm v comb (v) 

shànə n compound 

shǎŋ v (be) smoked 

shapɔ v spank (child) 

shàt n hat 

shǎt v tear (tr) 

shat mənkəʼə n comb (of rooster) 

shata n demon, evil spirit 

shatpɔmi n mask (n) 

shǎy1 v give pain, hurt 

shǎy2 n pain (n) 

shay kaʼ kɨli pain that lasts a short time 

shay-fɨʼtəgha pain decreasing 

shaygha-ngønəshɨ pain increasing 

shendɔp n floor 

shəɔ̀həɔ̀nə v 1) (be) level 2) smooth 

shəɔ̀nə1 v slip 

shəɔ̀nə2 v spread out (maize) (tr) 

shə̀nə
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shənə nkat v turn round (intr) 

shəɔ̀t n intestinal worm 

shəɔ̌t v butcher, cut up (meat) (v) 

shɛɛŋ v count (v) 

shɛnki n riverbed (dry) 

shɛnkwe v fetch (firewood) 

shɛ ɔ̌ŋ v 1) plan (v) 2) look for 3) find 4) desire 
(v), want, need 

shɛŋ nchɔŋnə wants to have sex 

shɛŋ nji nu willing to learn 

shɛŋ njwi ŋɔɔ̀ trying to kill someone 

shɛŋfunə v nausea 

shɛt məngu n earthworm 

shɛtə v slice 

shi v 1) (be) black 2) dirty 

shî1 n valley 

shî2 today 

shǐ1 n vein 

shǐ2 v (be) deep 

shihəŋ v wipe 

shìhi there 

shìʼɛ v 1) cross (v) 2) be rotten 

shinə v argument 

shinənu v argue 

shishaŋ n sugar cane 

shishaŋ pəkat n pineapple 

shishɛ1 n ground, land 

shishɛ2 n dirt, soil 

shishɛ ngɨtngɨt n fertile soil 

shishɛ njotə n barren land 

shishi v deepen 

shìtə v 1) fasten, bind (load) 2) tighten 

shɨ ɔ1 1) n shame (n) 2) crawl 

shɨ ɔ2 v (be) ashamed 

shɨ ɔ3 v 1) (be) shy 2) first 

shɨ ɔ4 v be in front (of something) 

shɨə v faint 

shɨ ɔ̌n v plaster (n) 

shɨnwi n ritual place 

shɨshɨʼ n hiccough (n) 

shɨ ɔ̌t v steer (v) 

shɨtnjiŋ v turn over (tr) 

sho n friend 

sho mbyɛnə n boy friend 

sho məngwɛ n girlfriend 

shoo kətaŋ friends but not having sex 

shɔɔ n pimple 

shɔɔ̌1 v bathe (intr), wash 

shɔɔ̌2 n saw (n) 

shɔ məndwi v wash clothes 

shɔghɛ n soldier, army 

shɔh ku wash the dead body 

shɔh mwəɔ wash the baby 

shɔhkɔp-ndâmwə naming ceremony 

shɔɔ̓̀ ɔɔ̀nə v (be) loose, slack 

shɔngət v (be) hollow 

shɔŋnə nji know something thoroughly 

shɔŋnə tih tɔ nɔ devote attention to 

shɔŋnə-kɔŋ love someone very much 

shɔɔ̌p v 1) stab (someone with knife) 2) pierce 
3) plant (a plant, v) 

shɔpəkaŋ v wash utensils 
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shɔpto n sorrow (n) 

shɔt v enter, go in 

shɔɔt1 n hoe (n) 

shɔɔt2 n leech 

shɔɔ̌t v 1) strip off (bark) 2) undress 

shø v crawl 

shù n fish 

shuhulɔɔ v work the bellows 

shuʼukɔt n trousers 

shunchɔp v plunder (a town) 

shungɔt n mudfish 

shuŋ pregnant 

shǔŋ v 1) pull, drag 2) pregnant 

shuŋ fuhənə abortion 

shǔŋ nɔ impregnate 

shuŋ nɔɔ̌ yi get her pregnant 

shuŋnki v draw water 

shǔp v sow, plant 

shushu n string, thread (beads) (v) 

shushu nəfɨŋ n cotton 

shutɔɔ n traditional umbrella 

shuutaŋ n tendon 

shwaŋ n charm (fetish) (n) 

shwəɔ̌ n frog 

shyɛʼɛ nki v cross river 

T t
ta1 v harvest, collect (honey from hive) 

ta2 v 1) shine 2) sting 3) sew 

ta3 v thread (needle) (v) 

tâ cardnum five (5) 

tàa 1) long ago 2) long distance 

tàaŋtəɔ̀ n wrinkle (on skin) 

taashi n tax (n) 

tafuʼu n spider 

tafuʼu mənjɛŋ n scorpion 

tàʼ n snail 

taʼachɔp v appease, pacify 

taʼakiyɛ cardnum thousand (1000) 

taʼankɨt cardnum hundred (100) 

taməghu cardnum fifty (50) 

tanə v jump (v) 

tanəchi n cricket 

tankaʼ n elephant 

tankɨt cardnum five hundred (500) 

tǎŋ v spend time 

tashaŋ n sand 

tat 1) n grasshopper 2) cramp 

tât n shoe 

tàtə v (be) sticky 

tay mwəɔ carry a baby 

tê1 n father 

tê2 v (be) able 

tee v run away, flee 

teekɛnɛ v evade 

teekɛnɛ
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teelam devorce 

tenjiŋ v chase (v) 

tepoma n parent 

tənə v curve, bend (v) (tr) 

tɛ n rust (n) 

tɛ ɔ̌ v 1) cease, stop 2) leave 

tɛɛmbɔ v carry in arms 

tɛɛnginɔ v carry away 

tɛɛtɔ v carry on head 

tɛh v allow, permit 

tɛh məkwaŋnə to stop thinking about 
something 

tɛh nkønə-nkønə keep alive 

tɛʼɛ v (be) alone 

tɛpɛt n table 

tɛ ɔt cardnum three (3) 

tɛtməghu cardnum thirty (30) 

tɛtnkɨt cardnum three hundred (300) 

ti1 v choke 

ti2 conceive 

tih tɔ nɔ keep your mind on 

tihinu v accuse 

tìnə v tether (sheep, goats) (v) 

tǐnəɔ̀ v (be) naked 

titi v stand 

titito v step on 

tɨ1 v advise 

tɨ2 n tree 

tɨ ɔə n calabash 

tɨ ɔ̀ɨ1 v (be) proud 

tɨ ɔ̀ɨ2 v boast, brag 

tɨmbɨt n shea-butter tree, shea-nut tree 

tɨməntɔŋ n thorn-tree 

tɨn n iron, metal. 

tɨ ɔ̌n v (be) mature 

tô1 n tribe, clan 

tô2 prep top 

tomwəɔmbɔɔ n fist 

tondɔp n ceiling of house 

tonki v float 

too v send (someone to do something) 

tɔ1 v kick 

tɔ2 v protect by charm 

tɔɔ1 n head 

tɔɔ2 n track (animal) (n) 

tɔɔ3 v track (v) 

tɔ kuku unthinking 

tɔ-shaʼ puberty 

tɔkɔʼkɔʼ 1) of sound mind 2) sound mental 
state 

tɔkuku lose consciouness 

tɔʼ nəpi start a family 

tɔʼɔ nəmbɨn n curdled milk 

tɔʼɔndɔp v babble (baby) (v) 

tɔlala clear head 

tɔlâlâ thing clearly 

tɔmaʼa shishe v knock down 

tɔnəŋwɛ n head of arrow 

tɔŋ n neck 

tɔɔŋ v (be) straight 

tɔŋtə nu curious 

tɔɔŋ1 v harvest, dig up (yams) 
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tɔɔŋ2 v crow (as a rooster) (v) 

tɔɔŋ3 v 1) whistle (v) 2) dig 

tɔɔ̀ɔŋ n uncicumcised child 

tɔɔtɨ n fruit 

tɔshaynə n headache 

tu v shoot 

tǔ 1) v spit 2) v grunt 3) groan 

tǔh v pierce, burst 

tuʼmə v accompany 

tuʼtə mwəɔ care for a child 

tuʼutə v 1) rule over, dominate 2) have 

tumato n tomato 

tunə v bend down, stoop 

tǔp v cohabit (unmarried man and woman) 

tut n crust (n) 

twembɔt v hollow out (log) 

twee᷄twe inflict pain 

twəɔ̌1 v bake (in ashes) 

twəɔ̌2 v burn (intr) 

twə kùŋɔ burn a body 

twɛɛŋ v bury 

twɛ ɔ̓̀  n support (n) 

twɛ ɔ̓̀ ɛ1 v support (v) 

twɛ ɔ̓̀ ɛ2 v prevent 

twɛ ɔŋ n funeral (at occasion of death) 

tẁɛŋ bury 

twɛ ɔ̀tə v boil over 

twipaŋ v push with pole, paddle (v) (canoe, 
boat) 

twitə v patch (v) 

twitɔ hit on the head 

tyɛ nku almost dead 

tyɛtyɛ n grandfather 

W w
wa v despise 

wà interrog who? 

wǎ fɔʼ mwəɔ going to have a baby 

wah ignore 

wah ŋɔɔ̀ not pay attention 

waku v (be) dead 

waʼa n locust 

wambat v (be) mad 

wǎmbat go crazy 

wantay v (be) infected 

wash n watch 

wǎt v 1) slaughter, kill (animal for 
butchering) 2) tatoo 

wat nɔɔ slaughter animal 

wǎy v 1) catch (fish) (v) 2) hold, grasp 

waychɔŋ v rape 

waypɔ v (be) engaged, (be) betrothed 

wayshu v fish (v) 

wàytə v hem (v) 

wě dem this (man) 

wě
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wɛ v dress (v) 

wɛɔ̌ v 1) laugh 2) smile 

wɛʼ1 v swear 

wɛʼ2 n curse (n) 

wɛʼɛ v curse (v) 

wɛməndwi v wear clothes 

wìʼɛ v grind 

wìli dem that (man) 

winduuŋ v haggle, negotiate a price 

wøɔ̌ interrog which? 

Y y
yǎ v catch (object in air) 

yǎh v sprinkle 

yaʼ1 v decide 

yaʼ2 v circumcision 

yamishɔn examination 

yànə v (be) happy, (be) joyful, rejoice 

yaŋ v (be) sick, (be) ill 

yâŋ n leaf of palm, palm needle 

yǎŋ1 v (be) light (not heavy) 

yǎŋ2 v begin 

yaŋnəɔ̀ntø n palm branch, frond 

yàpnə n noise, sound (n) 

yee n bed for parking dishes 

yəʼənə1 v hire (v) 

yəʼənə2 v lean against (intr), lean (tr) 

yɛ ɔ v go right (direction) 

yɛ ɔ̌ n beginning 

yɛɛ v (be) abundant 

yɛh v yawn 

yɛʼ v tip over 

yɛʼɛnəɔ̀ntø n kernels 

yɛməchɔpnə croodle 

yɛ ɔ̀ptə v divide, separate (tr) 

yi1 1) v know (how to) 2) know 

yi2 v know (something or someone) 

yǐ n acquaintance 

yi chwinə nu know how to do something 

yi mənu knowledge 

yi mwechiʼɛ know something slightly 

yi nkønə-nkønə alive 

yi ŋɔɔ̀mbyɛnə no longer being a virgin 

yi ŋwaʼanə tə well educated 

yifɛ v (be) fresh 

yif v (be) new 

yihinə again 

yikə interrog when? 

yimbi n vision (supernatural) 

yiməngwɛ female 

yinəkwa v (be) different 

yip v to open anything that has a soft cover 
(eg. cloth, leaf, etc) 

yǐt v fly (v) 

yɨ1 v 1) eat 2) inherit 

yɨ2 n broom 

yɨ ɔ̌ v 1) wipe off (excreta) 2) sweep 
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yɨh v feed (animals) 

yɨlam n wedding (ceremony) 

yɨm v (be) corrupt 

yɨndɔp inherit 

yɨp albino 

yo v (be) dry 

yô n thing, belongings 

yô kembə pə yi nə something that can not 
be known 

yô pə chwiʼɛnə nji something that is easily 
known 

yo shɔ məshɔŋ n tooth stick, toothbrush 

yô tə pə yi nə something that can be known 

yofəhəŋɔ n fan (n) 

yofɛʼɛnu v make offerings to the dead 

yohəʼənə n gift, offer 

yombambi n evening meal 

yonchɔt n labret, lip plug, lip disk 

yondwi mwə n baby sling 

yongɔp v skin (animal) (v) 

yoo v 1) dry up, evaporate 2) buy 

yoyinə n food 

yoyityit n insect 

yoo᷆ywi-ŋɔ murder weapon 

yɔɔ̌ n itch (the itch) 

yɔʼ v hear 

yɔɔ̓  n plantain 

yɔɔ̓̀ ɔ v (be) ripe 

yɔʼɔshɛ n yam 

yɔnə v gather, pack (v) 

yɔnəyɔp v harmonize 

yɔɔ̌ŋ1 v drive away 

yɔɔ̌ŋ2 v lengthen 

yɔɔ̀ɔŋ n harvest (n) 

yɔɔ̀p n song 

yɔɔ̌p1 v boil (food) 

yɔɔ̌p2 v sing 

yø1 v see 

yø2 poss your (pl) 

yut v (be) sated 

ywə n 1) yesterday 2) tomorrow 3) day before 
yesterday 4) day after tomorrow 

ywəʼlam perform the weeding 

ywɛʼ v 1) taste 2) learn 

ywɛʼɛtə v 1) wait 2) patient 3) listen 

ywɛtə v 1) harden 2) tight 3) strong 4) hard 5) 
powerful 6) great 7) dificult 8) alcohol 
(general) 

ywi1 1) v kill, murder 2) soul 

ywi2 v (be) thirsty, thirst (v) 

ywì n breath, air 

ywǐ1 v breathe 

ywǐ2 v revive 

ywiʼ v press (v) 

ywiʼɛ learn 

ywinə regain consciouseness 

ywìnə v pant 

ywiŋɔɔ̀ murder 

ywiŋɔɔ̀ nə ngât gun down 

ywitə 1) v embrace, hug (v), kiss 2) embrace 

ywitə
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English Index

A a
abandon paaŋ 

abdomen (external) nətinəpuŋ 

able tê2 
abortion shuŋ fuhənə 

above nəkwì 4 

abscess kwəhəŋ 

abstain ləʼ 
abstinence kechɔŋnə 

abundant yɛɛ 

accept, receive piŋ 1 

accompany tuʼmə 

account (report) (n) fɔɔ̌y 

accumulate kɔtə 2 

accuse tihinu 

acquaintance yǐ 
act, do køø̀nə 1 

acts like woman chwenə kiʼ ŋɔø̀məngwɛ 

add, increase pǐ 1 

admire lě 

admit (to a wrong) fànəø̀fanəø̀ 
adult ntunkaŋ1 
advise tɨ1 
affair, palaver fɛ ø̓̀  
afraid pwənəgho1 
after, behind njìŋ1 1 

afternoon mbɔtmbî 
again yihinə 

age group, people of the same nkaaŋ-ŋɔø̀ 
age-group nkàaŋ 

aging ndungha 

agree piŋ 2 ; piŋyɛ 

agriculture piməyo 

albino yɨp 

alcohol (general) ywɛtə 8 

alive məø̀chənə mbî ; yi nkønə-nkønə 

alive, be chəmbî 
all mamây 

allow, permit tɛh 

almost dead tyɛ nku 

alone tɛʼɛ 

always ngɛnngɛn 5 

ancestor ghǎngòʼo 

angry pɨhɨndɛ 

animal nɔø̀ɔ 1 

animal skin ngɔø̀p1 2 

ankle lihikɔø̀t 
ankle ring, bangle pwǎ 

announce shaʼ 2 

announcement nushaʼanə 

annoy, disturb ndɛpɨ 3 

annual traditional feast ndɔø̀t 3 

answer kwɛɔ̌ 2 

answer, reply (v) kwɛchɔɔ̌p 

ant maŋàʼ 
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antelope ngɔɔ̂p 

antenna nəø̀tônə1 
anus ntwǐ 
anvil ngwəʼəlɔɔ 

appease, pacify taʼachɔp 

apply (ointment), besmear fǐt 1 

approach (v) kɔnə 1 

argue shinənu 

argument shinə 

arm, hand pɔɔ̂1 
armpit nəø̀ghɔɔ̌p2 
army ant, soldier ant maŋàʼà ndônəø̀ 
arrange chwènə 2 

arranging a marriage chèŋh lam 

arrive chɨə 

arrow, bow (hunting) nəø̀ŋwɛŋ 

ashamed shɨ ɔ̂1 
ashes pup1 
ask someone to marry pihənə pɔ nɔɔ̌ lam 

ask, request pihinə1 
assemble, meet, together chòonə 

attention, attract mih ti nɔ 

attention, call naa njø 

attitude fashi 
attrative, not ka pɔŋ 1 

avocado pyɛɔ̂ 
avoid, escape ləʼə 

awe, reverence (for God) ghɔhəŋ 

axe njɔɔ̌ 

B b
babble (baby) (v) tɔʼɔndɔp 

baboon pà1 
baby mwəmbɔt 
baby sling yondwi mwə 

baby-sit lwimwəɔ̂ 
babysitter ndimwəɔ̂ 
bachelor nkẁɛø̀ ; nkwɛø̀ 1 

back nkǔn1 
back (of something) njìŋ2 
backache nkun-shaysay 

backward njìŋ1 2 

bad pɨ 
bad person ŋɔø̀-mbɨ ɔ̂ 
bag chɛɔ̌t2 

bait panlɔp 

bake (in ashes) twəɔ̌1 
bald laatətɔɔ̂ 
bale out (canoe. boat) lǔŋnəø̀ghû 

bamboo ndɛɔ̌ŋ 

bamboo basket nkàt 
bamboo mat nkɛø̀t 
bamboo rafters nəgho ndɔp 

banana kɨ ø̀ndɨ ø̀ɨŋ 

bare, show (teeth) nɛɔ̂n-məø̀shɔɔ̌ŋ 

bark (as dog) (v) pǎh 

bark (of tree) ghɔɔ̌ptɨ 
barren land shishɛ njotə 

barren woman nka ŋɔ məngwɛ 

barren woman
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base of tree trunk kɨ ø̀tnətǐtɨ 
basket kup1 
basket for fowls kɨ ø̀kaʼ 
basket with small middle kuptɔɔ̌ŋ 

bat nkɔɔ̂ŋ 

bathe (intr), wash shɔɔ̌1 
bathing place nkaʼa shɔhɔ nkɔp 

be rotten shìʼɛ 2 

bead kwe 

beam məghɔɔ ndɔp 

bean mbǐməø̀kô 

bear (child) pǐ 2 

beard məø̀lɨ ø̀n 1 

beat drum pɔʼ 3 

beautiful àshɔø̀nəmbɔɔ̌ŋ 

beauty pɔɔ̌ŋ 2 

because ndwəø̀' 
bed koo ; yee 

bedbug maŋàʼàkoo 

bedroom njîŋlɛnə 

bee nini 
beehive nkǒ 

beer məlɔʼ pəkat 
beeswax nəkalɔ 

befit f 

before nəø̀shɨ ɔ̂ ; nkɔɔ̌ŋ2 
beg lwə 

beggar ndwəɔ̂lìʼi 
begin yǎŋ2 
beginning yɛɔ̌ 
belch pəɔ̌ 
believe piŋ 3 

believe in piŋ mbɔ 

bell kwɛɔ̌ŋ1 
bellows nkɔɔ̌ŋ1 2 

below, lower mbɔɔ̌2 3 

bend tunə 

beside mbùu2 
between chìchìt2 
beware kwaŋtɔ 2 

bewitch fəhə 

big drum nkatlɔɔ 

big hoe matɔshɔɔ̂t 
bile, gall lwìlwî 
bird məshiŋ 1 

birdlime (adhesive to catch birds) lê 

birth rigth mwənəpuŋ 

birth, giving nəpi 
birth, premature pi ndɔɔŋ kəkɔʼ 
birthday lanəpi 
bite (v) loo 1 

bitter lwǐ 
black shi 1 

black man ŋɔshi 
blacksmith ngaŋlɔɔ 

bladder chèe 

blaze (v), singe fɛhɛnə 

bleed fut 
bless fɛh1 
blessing fɛh2 
blind person fɨ ø̀ 
blink kàptə 

blockheaded nduŋ 

blood nkimbaŋ 

blow (horn, grain, tire), fan (v) fə 1 

blow (of wind) (v) fùfùt chǎt ghà 
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blow away fə 2 

blow down fəmbɔɔ̌ 
blow nose mìməlwî 
blue, green lanə 

blunt chit2 ; kùʼùnə 

boar kunɔø̀ mbyɛɔ̂nəø̀ 
boast, brag tɨ ø̀ɨ2 
body nɛɔ̂n 

body, very warm nɛn-ntǔntǔ 

boil (food) yɔɔ̌p1 
boil over twɛø̀tə 

bold ngaŋnjwəʼ 
bone kwee 

bone marrow məø̀fɔɔ̂kweè 

bones məkwee 

book ŋwàʼànəø̀ 
borrow, lend chaʼ 
bottle nchɨ ɔ̂ŋ 

bottom nəø̀tî2 
bow (as in greeting) kuʼunə 

bowl kumbù 

bowstring nkɨ ɔ̌t 2 

box nkùm 

boy friend sho mbyɛnə 

boy, son mwəmbyɛnə 

bracelet fî 
brain lɛ ɔ̂n 1 

branch (of tree) pɔtɨ 
bread panpəkat 
break (tr) pøʼ 
break someone"s heart ləŋhtɨ 
break wind, fart məø̀shù 

breakfast pɨnchɔt 

breast nəpɨn ; nəø̀pɨ ɔ̂n 1 

breast milk mbɨn 

breastbone njwɛŋ nəpɨn 

breastfeed haʼnəpiŋ nə mwəɔ̂ 
breath, air ywì 
breathe ywǐ1 
bride məngwɛf 

brideprice (for bride's family) nkɔp to 

bridge nkwəø̓̀ 1 
bridge (of nose) nkwəʼ nəlwi 
bright laa 1 

bring ninɔ 

bring up (a child) chèenə 

bring up a child chěnə mwəɔ̂ 
broom yɨ2 
brother-in-law ndi-ndomə-yi-mbyɛnə 

brown kashə 

bruise (n) lìʼifɛ ø̀tnə 

bubble up, boil (water) fɔø̓̀ ɔ2 
bucket, pail lùngaŋ 

buffalo njǔ 

build kɔt2 
bull naʼa mbyɛnə 

bump (v) laʼatə1 
bundle (n) nəø̀pɔʼ 
burden(n) ngəʼ 3 

burn (intr) twəɔ̌2 
burn (n) nəfɨŋmwə 

bury twɛɛŋ ; tẁɛŋ 

bury a body twə kùŋɔ 

bush nkâ2 
bush country, rural area ngɔnka 

bush dweller nganka 

bush dweller
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butcher (n) ngwanmba 

butcher, cut up (meat) (v) shəɔ̌t 
butterfly ghøgha 

buttock nəø̀paŋ 

buy yoo 2 

C c
cackle (as of chicken) kwatə1 
calabash tɨ ɔ̂ə 

calculate kwaʼanə 

calf mwənaʼa 

calf of leg nchɔʼɔkɔt 
calm (oneself) pɔnə2 
camp mbàŋ 2 

cane, walking stick nti 
canoe pâŋ 

capsize pɨ ø̀nə 1 

care about nji nu 

care for a child tuʼtə mwəɔ̂ 
careless ngwah nu 

caress (v) nyìnə 1 

carry (child) on back pǎt 
carry a baby tay mwəɔ̂ 
carry away tɛɛnginɔ 

carry baby on back patmwəɔ̂ 
carry in arms tɛɛmbɔ 

carry on head tɛɛtɔ 

carve kɔɔ1 2 

cassava chàchùm 

castrate pɛt 
cat pushi 
catch (fish) (v) wǎy 1 

catch (object in air) yǎ 

caterpillar matwɛø̓̀  
cattle pen ntɔɔ̌p 2 

cause of disease or sickness nday-ghuŋ 

cave ndangwəʼ 
cease, stop tɛ ɔ̌ 1 

ceiling of house tondɔp 

cementery nkun meshɛø̀ 
cemetery nkun məshɛ 

centipede, millipede nyɛø̀nəø̀ 
ceremony, naming shɔhkɔp-ndâmwə 

certain chø 

chaff ghɔø̀p 

chair ləɔ̌ŋ 

chameleon mwəkɨtə 

change baby"s napkin kipnə-məpaŋ mwəɔ̂ 
change colour due to illness ngin-kɔp kipnə 

change, alter kipnə 2 

channel ndɛnki 
character fashì 
character, reputation njaa 

charcoal kashǐʼ 
charm (fetish) (n) shwaŋ 

chase (v) tenjiŋ 

chat (v) chɔɔ̌p1 1 

cheek njwɛŋ nəgha 

chest njwəø̓̀  
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chew chɔɔ 

chick mwəməngu 

chicken, fowl məngû 

chief, headman ntishɨ1 
child mwəɔ̂ 
child, intelligent mwə ndɛn 

child, small mwəɔ̂fu 

chin lɨʼɨtə 

chisel (n) məpɔø̓̀  
choke ti1 
chop into pieces chaytə 

church nda nwi 
church wedding lam-choshi 
circumcision yaʼ2 
clap (hands) pɔʼ 1 

claw nyimnə 

clean laa 2 

clear (land for planting) chəp 

clear head tɔlala 

climb, ascend kwəʼə 2 

clitoris njàʼ 2 

close patə2 
cloth ndwi 1 

cloth worn by woman ntonto 

clothes ndwi 2 

cloud, fog mbàʼ 
club, cudgel kɛt 
coagulate, clot kɔt1 2 

cockroach fuu 

cocoyam, taro kɔø̓̀ ɔ pəø̀kât 
coffee kɔø̀f 

coffen nkum kuŋɔ 

cohabit (unmarried man and woman) tǔp 

coil (rope) (v), wrap up kɛnə 

cola nut nəø̀pǐ 
cold ghɨt 1 

cold weather mbîfəɔ̂ 
color njǎy 

colt mwə ləəŋ mbyɛnə 

comb (n) shàm 

comb (of rooster) shat mənkəʼə 

comb (v) shǎm 

come nǐ 2 

come (or go) out, exit (v) futmbî 
comfort a baby ləhtə mwəɔ̂ 
command (n) shaʼa 

complaint putəø̀ 
compound shànə 

conceive ti2 
condole, comfort (v) chɔɔ̌pnəghù 

conquer, defeat chǎ 

consciouness, lose tɔkuku 

consciouse, be kwaŋtɔ 1 

consciouseness, regain ywinə 

consciousness, to regain njɔʼliʼ 
continue, resume ghənəshɨ 
contradict puhunə 

cooking pot (earthenware), pot (water) 
nəø̀kǐŋ 

cooking stone nəchit 
copulate, have sexual intercourse chɔɔ̌ŋ 

corn beer nkâŋ 

corn cob chwəø̓̀ ə ngwàshaaŋ 

corn husk (n) fǔngwàshaaŋ 

corn/banana pudding kɨ ø̀kàp 

corn/groundnut pudding pashtɨkə 

corn/groundnut pudding



corpse 41

corpse nku ŋɔø̀ 
corrupt yɨm 

cost your life ndonə nəghu ghɔ 

cotton shushu nəfɨŋ 

cough (v) kwɛɔ̌h 

count (v) shɛɛŋ 

country, ethnic area, village ngɔø̀ɔŋ 

courageous, brave ngway njwəʼ 
courtyard ndafɛʼ 
cousin mwəmwə 

cover (v) chit1 
cow nàʼa 

coward mbwənəø̀ghû 

cowrie shell mbûfu 

crab kɔɔ2 
cramp tat 2 

crawl ŋàanə ; shɨ ɔ̂ 2 ; shø 

crawl (lizard) ŋamnə 

crazy, go wǎmbat 
create, produce chwènə 1 

creativity mbɔʼ mənu 

cricket tanəchi 
cripple (n) nkwinə 

crocodile ŋan nki 
croodle yɛməchɔpnə 

crooked mbee 

cross (v) shìʼɛ 1 

cross river shyɛʼɛ nki 
crossroads, intersection mbǒndônəø̀ 
crow (as a rooster) (v) tɔɔŋ2 
crowd ŋɔməshɔŋ 

crown (of head) ndɔŋtɔ 

crunch shaʼatə 

crush (tr) nwìʼìtə 

crust (n) tut 
cry that indicates death ngi-nəghu 

cry, weep kɔʼ 1 

crying kɔʼnəghu 

cultivated ground lìʼi fàʼa ngɔɔ̂ŋ 

cup ndɔɔ̂ŋ 

cupboard kɔpɔø̀t 
curdled milk tɔʼɔ nəmbɨn 

cure chɔʼ 2 

cures, something that fɔ-chɔʼghɔn 

curious tɔŋtə nu 

current (river, stream) nkikɔnkɔ 

curse (n) wɛʼ2 
curse (v) wɛʼɛ 

curve, bend (v) (tr) tənə 

cut (hair), shave kɔɔ1 1 

cut down (tree) màʼatɨ ɔ̂ 
cut open sha 1 

cutting grass njîpnə 

D d
dance (n) pîŋ 

dance (v) kəɔ̌t 
darkness njiŋnjiŋ 

date palm nənkənkɔŋ 
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daughter-in-law ngwɛmwə 

dawn fɛɛŋ 

day after tomorrow ywə 4 

day before yesterday ywə 3 

day, date la2 
daylight ndɔnənɔɔ 

dead waku 

dead body kû 

dead person ku ŋɔø̀ 
deaf mute pupuʼ 1 

deaf person nkutɔ 1 

death nəø̀ghû1 
death chant maʼ ntɔnəghu 

death notice ntô-nəghu 

death, accidental nəghukɔø̀ 
death, idiom used to refer to a tɔ pokɛ 

death, painful nəghu-ngəʼ 
debt nkùp 

deceive fəɔ̌2 
decide yaʼ1 
decomposing kû shɛʼgha 

decorate nyɛhɛnə 

decrease kɛptə 2 

deep shǐ2 
deepen shishi 
defecate nɨ ɔ̌ 1 

defend, protect lɨ ɔ̌t 1 

deliver pi 
deliver a baby through operation pə sha yi a 

wanə mbi 
demon, evil spirit shata 

demonstrate fɨ ø̓̀ ɨ ø̀tə 

dentist ngan-chɔʼmeshɔŋ 

depressed ndɛpɨ 1 

descend, go down fʼ 
descendant ngwɛtŋɔ 

desert nkunjotə 

desire shɛ ɔ̌ŋ 4 

despise wa 

destroy, spoil, ruin puhuŋ 

devorce teelam 

devote attention to shɔŋnə tih tɔ nɔ 

dew mɨ ø̓̀  
diarrhea nchəɔ̌ŋ 

die ku 

die young nəghu mwənkɔø̀ 
different yinəkwa 

dificult ywɛtə 7 

dig tɔɔŋ3 2 

diminish kɛptə 2 

dip chɨ ø̀ptə 

dirt, soil shishɛ2 
dirty shi 2 

dirty person kə shɔhkɔp 

disappear pup2 
disregard ka pɔŋ 2 

distinguish pɔŋ wø 

ditch, pit nəø̀pɨ ɔ̂t 1 

ditract ke ghɔ liʼ naa 

dive peshɔt 
divide, separate (tr) yɛø̀ptə 

divine (v), prophesy (v) mashɛɔ̂ 1 

divorce (v) lammɛɔ̌ 
divorcee ŋɔø̀məngwɛ a teelam nə 

dizziness nɛn-ninəninə 

dizzy ngingiyɛ 

dizzy
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doctor, vertinary ngaŋ-chɔʼ yoməkɔt 
dog məngukayøɔ̌ 
domesticate, tame mìnə 

door nchɔtndɔp 

dove pònəø̀ 
down mbɔɔ̌2 2 

dowry (for groom's family) nkɔpto 

dragonfly nəø̀pa 

drainage ndɔø̀t 1 

draw (picture) fɨ ø̓̀ ɨ ø̀nə 

draw water shuŋnki 
dream (n) njɨ ø̀ə 1 

dream of ndɛ njɨə 

dress (v) wɛ 

dress in black lwenə---(ndwi-lwenə) 
dried cowpease leaves kɨ ø̀waʼ 
drier (for fish, meat) nəø̀kǎŋ 

drink nɔ 1 

drink medicine nɔfɔɔ̌ 
drip chɨətə 

drive away yɔɔ̌ŋ1 
drizzle mbɨ ɔ̌ŋ chyətə ghà 

drop (tr) màʼa 1 

drought, famine lòo shìshà 

drown pɛ1 3 

drum (type of) mankà 

drunk pat məlɔʼ 
dry yo 

dry season lòo 

dry up, evaporate yoo 1 

duck ndɔø̀fɔɔ̂ 
dumb pupuʼ 2 

dung beetle fùhùŋmbît 
dust ntùntù 

dwell, inhabit nəyingun 

E e
eager, zealous kɔɔ̌ŋ1 
ear nəø̀tônə2 
earache nətonə shaynə 

earring ghɛt nəø̀tônə 

earthworm shɛt məngu 

earwax lèmətônə 

east, sunrise shaʼa nənɔɔ 

eat yɨ1 1 

eat first of new crops məyof 

eclipse (moon) nənɔɔ shɔt mu nɔɔfu 

eclipse (sun) nɔɔfu shɔt mu nənɔɔ 

edge (n), end (n) ndwìtəø̀ 
educated, well yi ŋwaʼanə tə 

egg nəø̀pǒ 

eggshell ghɔø̀p nəpǒ 

egusi pudding mbɔʼɔø̀ njǐʼ 
eight (8) nəø̀fɔɔ 

eighteen (18) nchɔpnəfɔɔ 

eighty (80) nəfɔɔməghu 

ejaculate kwøɔ̌ mu 

elbow nkwɛŋpɔ 

elder ntunkaŋ2 
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elder brother nkwɛt-shɨ ɔ̂məø̀-yì-mbyɛɔ̂nəø̀ 
elder sister nkwɛt-shɨ ɔ̂məø̀-yì-məø̀ngwɛ 

elderly people pəlun pø 

elephant tankaʼ 
elephantiasis nkùʼ 
elephant's trunk kɔø̀t 2 

elephant's tusk nəshɔŋ tankaʼ 
eleven (11) nchɔpmwəʼə 

embers mbìnəø̀mwəɔ̂ 
embrace ywitə 2 

embrace, hug (v), kiss ywitə 1 

empty kəø̀tàaŋ 

encampment mbàŋ 2 

enemy mbàn 

engaged, betrothed waypɔ 

engagement day la yɨlam 

enlarge chwènə à ghɔø̓̀  
enough kɔø̓̀ ɔ 2 

enter, go in shɔt 
entertain, amuse chɔø̀hɔŋ 

entrance hut chɔɔ̌tpɔø̓̀  
equal and well (adv) ngɛnngɛn 6 

evade teekɛnɛ 

evening mbǎŋmbî 
evening meal yombambi 
everybody mamâpøø̀ 
everything mamâyô 

everywhere mamâlìʼi 
evil, badness nǔpɨ ɔ̂2 
ewe mənjɨ məngwɛ 

examination yamishɔn 

exchange (of goods) kipnə 1 

excrement mbît 
expensive nduŋghaʼ 
explain fyɛ ø̀hɛ ø̀tə 

eye mwəli 
eyebrow nkɨŋli 
eyelash ngwɛtmi 
eyelid ngɔp mwəli 

F f
face mî 
fade, dim kunkǐ 
fail ghǔ1 
fail a promise ngwà 

fail to understand lɛŋhnə məyinə 

faint shɨə 

fall ghǔ2 2 

family ngwɛø̀t 1 

famous məngu fu ; pə yi yi 

fan (n) yofəhəŋɔ 

fang (of snake) nəshɔŋnɔ 

far ntaŋsha 

farm (n) ngɔɔ̂ŋ 

farmer ndiʼìngɔɔ̂ŋ 

fast nəŋa 

fasten, bind (load) shìtə 1 

fat məø̀fɔɔ̂ 
fat, thick ghɔʼ 1 

fat, thick
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father tê1 
father-in-law nchǐ2 
father's brother (uncle) ndi-tyɛmə-yi-

mbyɛnə 

father's sister (aunt) ndi-tyɛmə-yi-məngwɛ 

fear (n) pwənəgho2 
feast lɔø̓̀ ɔ 

feather nəø̀fùt 
feed (animals) yɨh 

feel (active) mɛø̀tə 

feel (passive) nkwaʼanə 

fellow-wife fu1 
female yiməngwɛ 

female (sex) məø̀ngwɛ 

fence (n) nkâʼ 
fence in (v) nkwinkaʼ 
ferment (alcohol) (v) fwəɔ̌1 
fertile soil shishɛ ngɨtngɨt 
fetch (firewood) shɛnkwe 

fetish priest nwingɔŋ2 
fever ghɨhəŋ 

fever (not malaria) ghəhəŋ 

fever decrease ghɨheŋmɛgha 

fever increase ghɨheŋ-ngaʼ 
few mwəchì'ɛ 

fields, grassland nkǔn2 
fifteen (15) nchɔpta 

fifty (50) taməghu 

fig tree ghùnəø̀ 
fight (n) nkɔø̀t 
fill niʼ 1 

filling something to the brime kwǐn 

fin njàʼ 1 

finality of death ku taʼngɛŋ 

find shɛ ɔ̌ŋ 3 

finger mwəmbɔ 

fingernail nyim nəmbɔ 

finish (v) (intr) mɛɔ̌ 2 

fire mwə 

fireplace nəø̀kit 
firewood, wood nkwê 

first shɨ ɔ̂3 2 

firstborn mwəfay 

fish shù 

fish (v) wayshu 

fish bone kweshû 

fish dam nəpɨchu 

fish trap məø̀làʼ ; nəø̀shɔŋ 

fisherman ngwɛshu 

fishhook, hook (n) lɔp 

fishing line ntalɔp 

fish-scale məø̀ghɔpmbà 

fist tomwəɔ̂mbɔɔ̂ 
fit nɛn-nchɨʼnchɨʼ 
five (5) tâ 

five hundred (500) tankɨt 
flame lɨ ɔ̂mwəɔ̂ 
flap the wings poʼo məpɔmi 
flat pǎy 

flatten papa 

flea, louse fùʼ 
flesh, meat mbà 

float tonki 
flock (of birds) nwə 1 

flock (of sheep, goats) nwə 2 

flood (n) nkiyɛ 



46 floor

floor shendɔp 

flour panmbo pəkat 
flower flawà 

flute ntǎŋ1 
fly (n) njinji 
fly (v) yǐt 
flying ant maŋàʼà məø̀fùt 
foam məfɔø̓̀ fɔɔ̓̂  
foetus mwənwə 

fold patə3 2 

follow patə1 
food yoyinə 

footprint (human) chɨkɔt 
footstep ntakɔt 
ford (n) nəshyɛʼɛ nki 
forearm nchɔʼɔpɔ 

forehead nchɔtye 

forest kup2 
forget lɛ ø̀hɛ ø̀nə 

forget, try to lɛŋhnə 

fork (in path) fyɛ ø̀hɛ ø̀təø̀ ndônəø̀ 

fortune teller (n) mashɛɔ̂ 2 

forty (40) kwàməø̀ghû 

forward (direction) nəshɨ ɔ̂ 
four (4) kwà 

four hundred (400) kwànkɨ ɔ̌t 
fourteen (14) nchɔpnəkwa 

fresh yifɛ 

friend sho 

friends but not having sex shoo kətaŋ 

frighten ghùhǔŋ 

frog shwəɔ̌ 
front shɨ ɔ̂4 
frontier, boundary fɔɔ̂ 
fruit tɔɔtɨ 
fry kaaŋ 

fufu stick nkɔŋ pan 

full loo 2 

full moon nɔɔloonə 

funeral (at occasion of death) twɛɔ̂ŋ 

fur məø̀ngìn 

G g
gall bladder chělwìlwî 
garbage dump lìʼi shùʼu ndɔø̀ti 
garden lìʼi pǐ pwəɔ̂ məø̀yô 

garlic galìk 

gather, pack (v) yɔnə 

generous ngɛptəpɔ 

germinate, sprout kɛɔ̌ 
get well pɔnə1 

get, obtain fɔø̓̀ ɔ1 1 

ghost nkushɛ 

giant shǎ1 
gift, offer yohəʼənə 

gill nchàʼ 
girl, daughter mwəməngwɛ 1 

girl, young mwəmngwɛ ntɔʼmbɨ ɔ̂n 

girlfriend sho məngwɛ 

girlfriend
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give as present chwəʼfàʼ 
give breath to haʼywì 
give pain, hurt shǎy1 
give, offer hàʼa 

gizzard shaʼtashaŋ 

gnaw kut 
go back, return pɨ ø̀nə 2 

go left (direction) kɛø̀p 

go out with chə nə shoo 

go right (direction) yɛɔ̂ 
go round ghøɔ̌nkat 
goat məmbî 
God (supreme being) nwì 
god, fetish (spirit) nwingɔŋ1 
going to have a baby wǎ fɔʼ mwəɔ̂ 
goiter fìh 

good pɔɔ̌ŋ 1 

good life chəmbî muu 

granary lìʼi lɨ ɔ̌ə məø̀yô 

granddaughter mwə-mwə-məngwɛ 

grandfather tyɛtyɛ 

grandmother mama 

grandson mwə-mwə-mbyɛnə 

grape fruit lamashì 3 

grass nkâ1 
grasshopper tat 1 

grave nəshɛø̀ ; nəø̀shɛ ø̀ 

grave maker ntɔø̀ŋmeshɛø̀ 
gravel nəø̀kwaʼanə 

great ywɛtə 6 

green mamba nəø̀f 

greet chyɛø̓̀ ɛ ø̀tə 

grind wìʼɛ 

grinding stone nəghɔ wəʼə yo1 
groan tǔ 3 

groan (with pain) pɔ 1 

ground, land shishɛ1 
groundnut məlɛ ɔ̌t 
groundnut pudding mbɔʼɔø̀ məlɛ ɔ̌t 
grow up kwəʼə 4 

growing nkəʼgha 

grown up woman kɔʼ-ŋɔø̀məngwɛ 

grumble, complain ŋùmnə1 
grunt tǔ 2 

guava ngwapa 

guess la kwaŋkwaŋ 

guessed, what is being nu kwaŋnə 

guest, visitor ngâ 1 

guide lɨ ɔ̌t 2 

guide (n) nchè 

guilty ghǔ2 1 

gun ngât 
gun down ywiŋɔø̀ nə ngât 

H h
haggle, negotiate a price winduuŋ 

hail məø̀wě 

hair ngìn 

hair (of body) nginnɛn 
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hair (of head) ngìn-tɔ 

half ngwàŋy 

hallucination nchapnəchapnə 

hammer ndwɛɔ̌n 

hand pɔ 2 

handle pɔɔ̂2 
hang up chuŋ 

happy, joyful, rejoice yànə 

hard ywɛtə 4 

harden ywɛtə 1 

hardship, distress laʼ2 
hare chwǐ 
harlot ŋɔməngwɛ kə fəŋ ŋɔø̀mbyɛnə 

harmattan fùfùtlòo 

harmonize yɔnəyɔp 

harvest (maize) (v) kwɛø̀tə 1 

harvest (n) yɔø̀ɔŋ 

harvest, collect (honey from hive) ta1 
harvest, dig up (yams) tɔɔŋ1 
hasten, hurry fəənə 

hat shàt 
hatch sha 2 

hate (v) pǎn 

have tuʼutə 2 

hawk məntɨm 

he a 

head tɔɔ̂1 
head of arrow tɔnəŋwɛ 

headache tɔshaynə 

headpad kɔt tɔɔ̂ 
heal (trans.), cure (v) chɔʼ 1 

healthy, well lonə 

heap (n) kwìt1 1 

heap up kwìt shìshà 

hear yɔʼ 
hear, some one who does not nkutɔ 2 

heart njwəʼ ; ntɨ ɔ̂ 
heartburn njwəʼ ff 

heaven nəpot 
heavy lǐt 1 

heel nətiʼikɔt 
he-goat, billy goat fɔø̀t 
heifer mwə naʼa məngwɛ 

hello ɔy 

help kwɛt1 
hem (n) chǎŋ 

hem (v) wàytə 

hen mamungû 

herb ntɨpnka 

herbs mentɨpnka 

herd kwit 1 

herd (cattle) kwìt1 2 

herd (cattle, sheep) (n) nwə 3 

here shàhǎŋ 

hernia njaŋ 2 ; njǎŋ 

hiccough (n) shɨshɨʼ 
hide lɨ ɔ̌ə 2 

high nəkwì 1 

hill mbat 2 

hip lɔt 
hippopotamus ndwɛnki 
hire (v) yəʼənə1 
hit on the head twitɔ 

hit with a hammer poʼonə ndwɛn 

hit, beat (with stick/spear), slap gbaaŋ 

hit, strike (with hand) nɨ ɔ̌h 

hit, strike (with hand)
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hoe (n) shɔɔ̂t1 
hold, grasp wǎy 2 

hole nəø̀pɨ ɔ̂t 2 

hollow shɔngət 
hollow out (log) twembɔt 
honest nəø̀shii 
honey lɔø̀ 
honeymooer lamfî 
honour (v) ghumtə 

hope (v) kwǎŋ 2 

horn ndwɛɔ̂ŋ 

horn (musical instrument) ntǎŋ2 
horse ləəŋ 

hospital ndaghɔn ; ndâghun 

hospital for mentally ill people ndâghun-
pəpât 

hospitalize haʼkoo 

host ngaŋ shanə 

hot ghaʼ ; nɛntwɔtwɔ 

hot weather nɔɔpinə 

house ndɔɔ̂p 

how many? pankə 

how? nǎ 

hum (v) ŋùmnə2 
hump (of cow) kwə2 
hunchback ŋuʼunkun 

hundred (100) taʼankɨt 
hungry, hunger njì 
hunt (n) ngûn2 
hunt (v) màʼafàʼ 
hunter màʼàfàʼ 
hurt oneself lɨə 

husband and wife no longer live together 
lam-shaʼnə 

husband, groom ndô 

husk (corn) (v) fìʼɛ 

hut ntɔɔ̌p 1 

I i
I məø̀ 
ich, have an nɛn-njɔhnjɔh 

if àpə 

ignore wah 

ill, mentally mûtɔkəkɔø̓̀  
illness, disease ghɔɔ̌n 

imagining things nkwaŋ mənu 

imagining things that do not exist nkwaŋ nu 
yi a ka chə nə 

imbecile nəngwəŋ 

imitate fìhìnə 

immerse (v) niʼapɛ 

imply pəya 

important person ŋɔndɔ 

impotent kunəkət ; nkah 1 

impregnate shǔŋ nɔ 

incoherent, become fʼtɔ 

incubate, set on eggs lwɛŋ 

inexpensive nduŋpɔɔŋ 

infected wantay 

infertile nkah 2 

inflate fə 3 
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inhabitant, resident mbàŋ 1 

inherit yɨ1 2 ; yɨndɔp 

inheritance nku ; nkuməyo 

initiate into something wahaŋ 2 

initiation (male) (female) wahaŋ 1 

injection fɔkwɛt 
inquisitive ntɔŋtə mənu 

insect yoyityit 
inside mû 

insult (n) nchəø̀pnəø̀ 
insult (v) chəɔ̌p 

intellectual ndɛɔ̂n 1 

intelligent lɛ ɔ̂n 5 ; ndɛɔ̂n 2 

intercourse chɔŋnə 

intestinal worm shəø̀t 
intestines nəø̀tɔɔ̂1 
introvert ŋɔø̀ kəchɔp 

investigate naa nu ngɛnngɛn 

invite, assemble (people), call ghyɛɔ̌ 
iron, metal. tɨn 

irrational chɔp kətɔ 

itch (the itch) yɔɔ̌ 

J j
jaw nəø̀ghəɔ̓̌  
jealous ghəø̓̀ ə 

jigger nəø̀tɨ ɔ̌t 
join, put together kɔtə 1 

journey (n) ghâ 

judge (v) fɛ ø̓̀ ɛ 

juice nki mətɔɔtɨ 
jump (v) tanə 

K k
keep alive tɛh nkønə-nkønə 

keep your mind on tih tɔ nɔ 

keep, store nwəɔ̌ 2 

kernel (of corn, maize) mbǐ ngwàshaaŋ 

kernels yɛʼɛnəø̀ntø 

kick tɔ1 
kicks, baby njɔʼ mwəɔ̂ 
kid mwəməmbi 
kidney mbǎŋfət 
kill, murder ywi 1 

killed in war ku nchɔt nchɔø̀ 
killer njwi-ŋɔø̀ 
kind nəpumu 

kitchen lìʼinyɛyô 

kitchen separation (supporting the ceiling) 
nəø̀wiʼinə 

kitten mwəpushi 
knee kweʼetə 

kneel kwɛʼɛtə mənkwɛɔ̌ŋ 

knife, sword mənii 

knife, sword
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knock down tɔmaʼa shishe 

knot nəø̀tɔʼɔnə 

knot (in wood) nəø̀lɔʼɔnə 

know yi 2 

know (how to) yi 1 

know (something or someone) yi1 
know how to do something yi chwinə nu 

know something slightly yi mwechiʼɛ 

know something thoroughly shɔŋnə nji 
know, not ka yi 
knowledge lɛ ɔ̂n 2 ; yi mənu 

known, someone who is not ŋɔø̀ pə ka yi nə 

knuckle, joint mbònəkwe 

koki corn (corn pudding) pâ 

L l
labour mwəɔ̂ yɛ yi 
labret, lip plug, lip disk yonchɔt 
lack (v) pɔɔŋ 

ladder nkwəʼətəø̀ 
ladle, spoon fùkəp 

lake ghøø 

lamb mwəmənjɨt 
lamp kan 

lance (spear) (n) nəø̀kɔɔ̌ŋ 

land (v), alight, perch kwǎy 

language chɔpto 

last lwìtə 

late ndayndɔŋ 

latrine, toilet nəghøɔ̌nka 

laugh wɛɔ̌ 1 

law nuhənə 

lay (eggs) nɨ ɔ̌ 2 

lay down your life nku nəghu ŋɔnəkaaŋ 

lazy, weak lənə 

lead, guide (v) ntishɨ2 
leaf fɔɔ̌tɨ ɔ̂ 
leaf of palm, palm needle yâŋ 

leak (v) chut 
lean against (intr), lean (tr) yəʼənə2 
learn ywɛʼ 2 ; ywiʼɛ 

learned, someone who has ŋɔø̀ a yi ŋwaʼanə 
ngɛnngɛn nə 

leave tɛ ɔ̌ 2 

leave (place), go ghøɔ̌ 
leech shɔɔ̂t2 
leftovers pùʼi 
leg, foot kɔø̀t 1 

lemon lamashì 1 

lengthen yɔɔ̌ŋ2 
leopard nchɔɔ̌p 

leprosy ghɔɔ̌npǎŋ 

level shəø̀həø̀nə 1 

lick lat 
lick pot or pan kɛɔ̌ŋ 2 

lie (n) (falsehood) nchəø̀t2 
lie (v) (tell lies) nchəø̀t1 
lie down nwən wəshɛ2 
life chəmbi 
life after death njiŋhiŋ 

lifespan ngɔʼmbî 
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light lìʼilâlâ 

light (fire) (v) nɛø̀tə 

light (not heavy) yǎŋ1 
lightning lɨ ø̓̀ ɨ ø̀nə 

lime, whitewash pɛŋfu 

limp lɛ ø̓̀ ɛ 

lion pɔɔ̓̂  
lip nkɨŋ nchɔt 
listen ywɛʼɛtə 3 

little-known pə ka shɔŋnə nji 
liver nəø̀pɛ ɔ̌ 
lizard kulɔø̀ɔŋ 

load ngəʼ 3 ; niʼ 2 

locust waʼa 

log kɨ ø̀tnəkwê 

loincloth pɔndwi 
long shǎ2 
long ago tàa 1 

long distance tàa 2 

look at nanjə 

look for shɛ ɔ̌ŋ 2 

loose, slack shɔø̓̀ ɔø̀nə 

lose (tr) pɛ1 1 

love nkɔŋnə 

love (n) nkɔø̀ɔŋnə 

love (v) kɔɔ̌ŋ2 
love each other again liʼkɔŋ mənɛn 

love someone very much shɔŋnə-kɔŋ 

love, my mɛtə mə 

low mbɔɔ̌1 
lower (v) fhəŋ 

lower grinding stone nəghɔ wəʼə yo2 
lump (clay) pɔɔ ywɛtəywɛtə 

lung nəpɛpaŋ 

lying down nwən wəshɛ1 

M m
machete, cutlass paʼanə 

mad wambat 
mad person pat ; pât 
madness fʼitɔɔ̂ ; p̧ât 
magic məø̀shǎ 

magic man ngàŋmèsha 

maize, corn ngwashaaŋ 

make offerings to the dead yofɛʼɛnu 

make rough chwènə kəø̀tɔɔ̂ 
make smooth chwènə shəø̀həø̀nə 

make something known chwenə pə yi 

malaria (fever) ghəhənkǐ 
male (sex) mbyɛɔ̂nəø̀ 
male and female mbyɛnə poo pəngɛ 

man ŋɔø̀mbyɛnə 

man (male) ŋɔmbyɛnə 

man, muerdered ŋɔø̀ pə ywinə 

manner nja yi 
many ndandat 
mare (horse) ləəŋ məø̀ngwɛ 

mark out, peg out fɨ ø̓̀ ɨ 2 

market (n) mətaa 

market (n)
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marriage lam 2 

marriage (not ceremony) lam 1 

married secretly lam-njiŋnjiŋ 

married, not nkwɛø̀ 4 

marry lam1 

marry your brother pɛʼ ngwɛ ndi ghɔ 

marsh, pasture chəø̀p 1 

mask (n) shatpɔmi 
mat ngɔø̀p1 1 

maternity liʼ kɛʼ pwəɔ̂ 
mature tɨ ɔ̌n 

mead, honey beer məlɔʼɔlɔ 

meaning (n) njankə 

measure (v) fɨ ø̓̀ ɨ 1 

medicate haʼfɔ 

medicine fɔɔ̌ 
medicine bottle njiŋfɔɔ̌ 
medicine man ngaaŋfɔɔ̌ 
medicine man, traditional healer ngaŋfɔ 1 

medicine that we can swallow fɔɔ̌minə 

medicine, be in ngaŋfɔ 2 

medicine, traditional fɔngɔɔŋ 

medium drum chəɔ̂ŋnkǎt 
meet pǒ 

melon nəpwəʼə pəkat 
melt ləŋ2 2 

memoral service chwenə paŋnə-pàŋnə 

mental hospital ndâghun-ghaaŋfʼtɔ 

messenger ngaŋto 

metal pot nəkiŋ pəkat 
middle chìchìt1 
midrib of palm-frond with needles kùkuʼ 
midwife kwɛø̓̀ ɛ ø̀ ; nkwɛʼ pwəɔ̂ 

midwifery kwɛʼmwəɔ̂ 
milk (cows, goats) (v) kɔɔ mbɨ ɔ̂n 

milk (n) mbɨ ɔ̂n 

millet (rainy season), guinea corn məø̀shaŋ 

mind lɛŋ 

mind is full mənù yay mû tɔ 

miscarry mwəɔ̂ lɛʼ nəpuŋ yi 
miss mwəməngwɛ 2 

mistake (n) fànəø̀ 
mix (v), knead nyǎm 

molar tooth nəshɔŋ njwɛ nəgha 

mold (n) fwəɔ̌2 
mold (pottery) pɔləŋləŋ 

mole ngwəʼmbɔp 

money mbû 

monitor, agama lizard (red-headed) pashyɛ 
məngwəʼ 

monkey nkaa 

month nɔø̀ɔ 2 

moon nɔø̀ɔfu1 
moonlight nɔø̀ɔfu2 
morgue ndâ-ku 

morning məø̀shanəø̀ 
morning-star (Venus) nəshyɛ məshanə 

mortality məghu 

mortar ghɨn 

mortuary liʼku-pø 

mosquito mbii 
moth njɨ ø̀ə 2 

mother ma 

mother-in-law ngu 

mother's brother (uncle) ndi-mamə-yi-
mbyɛnə 

mother's sister (aunt) ndi-mamə-yi-məngwɛ 
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mount (horse, camel) (v) kwəʼə 1 

mountain mbat 1 

mourn lwenə nəghu 

mourning lwênəø̀ ; lwenə 

mouse fɔt 
mouth nchɔø̀t 
move gha 

move away, migrate lɔɔ̌lɔɔ̌ngɨ ɔ̂ə 

move up kwəʼtə 

movement nìinə 

mud lɔɔ̌ŋ 

mud block mwəshishɛ 

mud wasp nchaŋyɛhɛnə 

mudfish shungɔt 
murder ywiŋɔø̀ 
murder, attempted mø̀ø̀ ɔŋməywi ŋɔø̀ 
murderer njwi pøɔ̌ 
muscle nchɔʼɔ 

mushroom pùʼə 

music nəø̀lɔɔŋ 

myopic, shortsighted chɨŋchɨŋ 

N n
nail (n) nəø̀ntɨ 
naked tǐnəø̀ 
name lî 
namesake nchɔʼ kwɛʼɛ 

naming ceremony (baby) chwǐlî 
nape of neck njiŋtɔŋ 

narrow kɛptə 1 

nasal mucus, snot məø̀lwî 
nausea shɛŋfunə 

navel nəø̀tɔɔ̌ŋ1 
near kɔnə 2 

neck tɔŋ 

necklace chɨ ɔ̂t 
need shɛ ɔ̌ŋ 4 

needle kwɛt2 
needle(n) kwɛt4 
nephew mwə-ndimə-yi-mbyɛnə 

nest ndaməshiŋ 

net (fish) (v) màʼandâm 

net (hunting, fishing) ndâm 

never katǎ 

new yif 

new moon nɔø̀ɔf 

newborn mwəɔ̂mbɔt 
news məø̀chɔɔ̌p 

niece mwə-ndimə-yi-məngwɛ 

night nəø̀tǔʼ 
nine (9) nəø̀pu'u 

nineteen (19) nchɔpnəpuʼu 

ninety (90) nəpuʼuməghu 

no nga 

nobody ŋɔ-kachø 

noise, sound (n) yàpnə 

nonsense chɔp nəfəɔ̌ 
noon ntɨnənɔɔ 

north nəkwì 2 

north



nose 55

nose nəø̀lwî 
nose ring ghɛtnəø̀lwî 
not attractive nyɛhɛ 

nothing kachə 

notice (v) lah 

notice, not ka laŋh 

now ndɨ ɔ̌p 

number paŋnkə 

nurse nɔs 
nurse, suckle (baby) (tr) nwəhəmwə 

O o
oath nkǎ 

observation, power of mih chəhchəh 

obstruct məø̀ghanəø̀ 
obvious pə yi 
ocean, sea nɨ ɔ̂n 

offer a sacrifice fɛʼnu 

often ngɛnngɛn 2 

oil palm məø̀ghûtpàŋ 

ointment fɔɔ̌ftnə 

okra ghøø̀ghàaŋ 

old lǔn2 
old (not young) lǔn1 
old age nəlun 

old but still able to do things pɔɔ lashɨ 
old man ndùn-ŋɔø̀ ; ndunŋɔ 

old woman ndunma 

olden times ngɔʼɔ chøɔ̌ 
omen chǐ 
once ngɛŋmwəʼə 

one (1) mwə'əø̀ 

onion ǎnyushì 
only kàʼ 
open nchuʼə ; yip 

open mouth basket to catch fish kwìt2 
open place, clearing lìʼitɨənə 

operate shaa-ŋɔø̀ 
opinion kwɛ yay 

orange lamashì 2 

order (someone to do something) shaʼ 1 

organisation that includes males and 
females ndanù-mbyɛnə poo pəngɛ 

organisation that includes only males 
manjɔŋ 

orphan mwəmənti ; mwəməti 
outlive chəmbî-nchah 

outside mbî 2 

overtake chǎtshɨ ɔ̂ 
ow! ɛyi! 
owl ndɨnətuʼ 
owner ngaŋyo 

P p
paddle (n) ndɛŋpaŋ pain nɛn-shayshay 
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pain (n) shǎy2 
pain decreasing shay-fɨʼtəgha 

pain increasing shaygha-ngønəshɨ 
pain that lasts a short time shay kaʼ kɨli 
pain, inflict twee᷄twe 

painkiller fɔɔ̌məywɛŋ 

paint (n) pɛɔ̂ŋ 

paint (v) pɛŋ 

palate mǔnchɔø̀t 
palm (of hand) mǔpɔɔ̂ 
palm branch, frond yaŋnəø̀ntø 

palm nut mbǎŋ 

palm rat mbwəø̓̀ mbɔp 

palm tree nəø̀ntø 

palm wine məlɔʼɔ nəntø 

palpitate (of heart) njwɔʼ shanəshanə 

pangolin, scaly anteater chàʼàchàʼ 
pant ywìnə 

pap, mushy food chwiʼitə 

parent tepoma 

parrot ndàh 

part of the body hurting liʼnɛn-shayshay 

pass (tr) chǎt 1 

passion məkɔŋnə 

passionate a tɨ mə 

patch (v) twitə 

path, road ndônəø̀ 
patient ywɛʼɛtə 2 

pawpaw, papaya popoya 

pay (for goods, services, etc.) pɛ2 
pay attention to more than one thing njwɛʼtə 

məliʼ 
pay attention, not wah ŋɔø̀ 

payment pɛmbû 

peck (tr) chɔ 

peel (v) kàʼa 

peg (n) ŋwətɨ 
pen nkɔŋ ŋwaʼan 

penalty ngəʼ 2 

penis nəø̀kəɔ̌t 
perfect ngɛnngɛn 1 

perform the weeding ywəʼlam 

person ŋɔø̀ 
person kill at the war front ŋɔø̀ pə ywi shɨ 

nchɔ nə 

person who cause another to be in an 
unusual state of consciousness ngaaŋfɛ pø 

person who takes care of a patient nchě-
ghɔn 

person with one wife ngaaŋ-taʼ-gɔø̀məngwɛ 

person, murdered nku-ku 

perspire, sweat lìʼinəø̀ 
persuade ləhənə 

pestle nkɔɔ̌ŋ1 1 

pharmacy ndâfɔɔ̌ 
pick (tr), choose (tr) pee 

pick up pɛɔ̌ 
pick, pluck (fruit) kwɛɔ̌ 1 

piece kɨ ø̀li 
pierce shɔɔ̌p 2 

pierce, burst tǔh 

pig kunɔø̀ɔ 

piglet mwəkunɔɔ 

pimple shɔɔ̂ 
pineapple shishaŋ pəkat 
pipe-stem pɔ nəkiŋ ndupaʼ 

pipe-stem
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pity (n) mbim 

place lìʼi 
place of the dead (spiritual) lìʼi pəø̀ku shəɔ̂ 
place where children are cared for liʼ chenə 

pwəɔ̂ 
plait, braid (hair) paʼ1 
plan (v) shɛ ɔ̌ŋ 1 

plank (n) pilaŋ 

plant (a plant, v) shɔɔ̌p 3 

plantain yɔɔ̓̂  
plants, medicinal mənka chɔʼghun 

plaster (n) shɨ ɔ̌n 

plate plepan 

play (v) chyɛɔ̌ 
play instrument pɔʼ 2 

playpen kaŋmwəɔ̂ 
please, satisfy lumtə 

pluck (chicken) kwɛø̀tə 2 

plunder (a town) shunchɔp 

pocket chɛɔ̌tndwi 
point (n) lìʼìyě 

poison ndiʼ 2 

poison (a person) (v) liʼ1 
poison (n) ndîʼ 
poison (on arrow) liʼ2 
poisonous ndiʼ 1 

poke, pierce chuʼ 1 

polish məø̀ghûttât 
polygamist ngaaŋ-ndandat-pəngwɛ 

polygamy lam ndǎndǎt 
pool nkinəpɨt1 
poor laʼ1 
poor man ndâʼ 

poorly pɨhɨtəɔ̂ 
porcupine njipnə məshaʼ 
position, take a pɛʼngwaŋ 

potato ntɨntɔh pəkat 
potter ngaŋpɔɔ 

potter's clay pɔɔ 

potter's kiln lìʼi twəɔ̌ məø̀kǐŋ 

pound chuʼ 2 

pour kwǐt 2 ; niʼ 3 

pour libation màʼa 2 

powerful ywɛtə 5 

praise (n) ghuu1 
praise (someone) (v), congratulate ghuu2 
pray chìʼɛ ø̀tə 

praying mantis məmbi ŋɔngɔɔŋ 

pregnant shuŋ ; shǔŋ 2 

pregnant, get her shuŋ nɔɔ̌ yi 
preocupied pɛʼtɔ 

prepare (food to cook), cook nyɛ 

press (v) ywiʼ 
pretend, fake (person) məø̀yɨʼ 
pretent məyɨʼ 
prevent twɛø̓̀ ɛ2 
price ndùuŋ 

principal wife, first wife məngwɛ shɨ 
prisoner, captive ngaŋchaŋ 

problems between men and women shaʼ 
myɛnə poo pəngɛ 

promiscuity shakəø̀ 
promise (n) kàʼànə2 
promise (v) kàʼànə1 
prophecy (n) ̄chɔɔ̌pngaŋ 

prostitute shàkəø̀ 
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protect by charm tɔ2 
proud tɨ ø̀ɨ1 
proverb nəø̀mɨ ø̀ɨ 
puberty tɔ-shaʼ 
pubic hair ngin nəghɔptə 

puffy momtə 

pull, drag shǔŋ 1 

pumpkin nəø̀pwəø̓̀ ə 

punish hàʼangəʼ 
punishment ngəʼ 2 

pup mwəməngu kayøɔ̌ 
pupil (of eye) mwəlishi 
pus mbìt 
push nùhəŋ 

push with pole, paddle (v) (canoe, boat) 
twipaŋ 

put something into wood ash or hole (with 
force) fɛ ɔ̌ 

put, place, set nwəɔ̌ 1 

python ngupnɔ 

Q q
quarrel fahəø̀nəø̀ 
quench pɛ1 4 

quiver (n) ndanəŋwɛ 

R r
raffia palm nəø̀nkat 
rag ndwi yɨ shɛ ndɔp 

rain mubɨɨŋ 2 

rainbow lɨ ɔ̂ngûpnɔɔ̂ 
rainy season mubɨɨŋ 1 

raise, elevate, lift chàhaŋ 

ram ndǎŋ 

rape lɛ nə yi nə ghɨt ; waychɔŋ 

rat mole mbɔɔ̌p 

rattle (musical instrument) nde2 
rattle, baby's choʼ mwəɔ̂ 
ratttle nchɔø̓̀  
razor lishà 

really àfɔɔ̂ 
red pǎŋ 

red pepper, hot pepper mənâʼ 
refuse, forbid, deny lɨ ø̓̀ ɨ 1 

regime (of bananas) ngwɛɔ̂ 
relative lǐ 
relative by marriage nchǐ1 
relieve fɔməywɛŋ 

remain, stay laʼ3 
remarry liʼndam 

remember kwii ; kwitə 

repair chwènə 3 

request (n) pihinə2 

request (n)
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resemble fnə 

respect (v) mbwəhənə 

response pɨ ɔ̌t 
rest kaa 1 

restless, unsettled məø̀chəhə tənəø̀ 
resurrect pɨheŋ mû nəghu 

return kwø 

return (give back) (tr) pɨŋhəʼəŋ 

return from some where pɨ ø̀ɨnə 

revive ywǐ2 
reward chwəʼfaʼ 
rib njwɛŋ nəghɔp 

rice məkopəkat 
rich fɔø̓̀ ɔ1 2 

rich man ngaŋfɔʼ 
right, correct kɔø̓̀ ɔ 1 

ring (finger) ghɛɔ̂t 
ring, wedding ghɛɔ̂tlam 

ringworm kəkɔ 

ripe yɔø̓̀ ɔ 

ripe (almost) lɨnə 

rise up (intr) lɔɔ̌lɔɔ̌ 2 

risk your life məfaʼ nəghu 

ritual place shɨnwi 
river bank, seashore, beach ngɔɔŋnki 1 

river, brook, stream ngwøø̀ 
riverbed (dry) shɛnki 
roast pwəhənə 

robe (man's gown) patwa 

roof məø̀ghǒndɔɔ̂p 

room njiŋ 

rooster (cock) mənkəø̓̀ ə 

root nyɛtɨ 
rough kəø̀tɔɔ̂ 
round kat 2 

rub fǐt 2 

rubber lɔpà 

rubbish nchi 
rule over, dominate tuʼutə 1 

run away, flee tee 

run-off (of rain water) kɔɔ̂ŋ 

rust (n) tɛ 

rustler chɔɔ̌p1 4 

S s
s wife pɛʼ ngwɛ ndi ghɔ 

sacrifice fɛ ø̓̀ ɛnù 

sad ndɛpɨ 2 

saliva məø̀lɨ ø̀n 2 

salt ngwâŋ 

same ngɛnngɛn 4 

sand tashaŋ 

sated yut 
saw (n) shɔɔ̌2 
saw (wood) sha 3 

say chu 

say goodbye, take leave of naʼangə 

scaffolding nkwəʼətə tɔ ndɔp 

scar chɨnəø̀fɨŋ 
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scarce àkayay 

scatter (tr) shàʼa 

scissors chichashì 
scorpion tafuʼu mənjɛŋ 

scrape (v) kwatə2 
scratch kɔɔ1 4 

scream out kɔʼ 2 

seashore, beach ngɔɔŋnki 2 

seated chichə2 
second mbatəø̀ nti shɨ ɔ̂ 
see yø1 
seed ngwɛø̀t 2 

seize, take(v) kwɛt3 
sell fǐ 
sell oneself fǐnɛn sell 
semen məø̀kwəɔ̂ 
send (someone to do something) too 

senile person ndun ŋɔ tɔ ɛ ka kɔʼɔnə 

sense, make chɔp lɛŋ 

separate (intr), become separated fǎ 

servant mwəfaʼ 
serve fàʼa 2 

set (trap) lɨ ø̓̀ ɨ 2 

settle dispute chəŋ 

seven (7) kwachøɔ̌ 
seventeen (17) nchɔɔ̌pkwachøɔ̌ 
seventy (70) kwàchøɔ̌məø̀ghû 

sew ta2 3 

sex with a child lɛ nə mwəɔ̂mbɔt 
sex, to mechɔŋnənə 

sexual pleasure, something used to increase 
fɔɔ̌ məchɔŋnənə 

shadow lɛ ɔ̂h 

shaft of arrow fâ 

shake (tr) nɨ ø̓̀ ɨ ø̀nə 

shame (n) shɨ ɔ̂ 1 

sharp chə ; chəh 

sharpen (knife) kwɛ 

sharpen, bring to point (arrow) kwɛnɔɔ̌fɨ ø̓̀ i 
shave their head kɔɔtɔ 

shea-butter tree, shea-nut tree tɨmbɨt 
sheep mənjɨ ø̀t 
she-goat, nanny goat məmbi məngwɛ 

shell (groundnuts) (v) kɨp 

shell (musical instrument) ndanəlɔɔŋ 

shell (of groundnut) fù 

shelter (n) lìʼilɛ ɔ̂h 

shield (n) ndɨ ø̀t 
shin fɨ 
shine ta2 1 

shiver, tremble chɨ ø̓̀ ɨ1 
shoe tât 
shoolboy mwəɔ̂-ndaŋwaʼanə 

shoot tu 

short kwit 2 

short basket to catch fish nəø̀làʼà 

shorten fìʼìtə 

shoulder kwàmbəø̓̀  
shoulder blade nəø̀ghɛ ɔ̂nə 

shout fɔŋ 2 

shrew fɔtpəø̀kǎt 
shrimp, crayfish cha 

shut (tr) patə3 1 

shy shɨ ɔ̂3 1 

sick person ngaaŋghun 

sick, ill yaŋ 

sick, ill



sickle 61

sickle məniməko 

side (of body) nəø̀ghɔɔ̌p1 
side (of something) mbùu1 
silent lɛtə 

silk, hair (of maize) məø̀nwì 
sing yɔɔ̌p2 
sink pɛ1 2 

sister-in-law ndi-ndomə-yi-məngwɛ 

sit chichə 

six (6) ntɔɔ̂ 
sixteen (16) nchɔpntɔ 

sixty (60) ntɔməghu 

skeleton məkweeŋɔ 

skin (animal) (v) yongɔp 

skin (of fruit) fùu 

skull kweetɔɔ̂ 
sky nəø̀pɔɔ̂t 
slander (v) puhuŋli 
slash, cut chəɔ̌t 
slaughter animal wat nɔɔ 

slaughter, kill (animal for butchering) wǎt 1 

slave nkwǎn 

sleep (v) lɛ 

sleepy nəlɛ ngwaymə 

slice shɛtə 

slime (inorganic) məø̀ghûtkɔø̀ɔ 

slip shəø̀nə1 
slow ŋɛmnə 

small drum mwəchiʼɛ nkat 
small of back ngyɛnə nkun 

small stream ndɔø̀t 2 

small, thin kə 

smell (v) lǔŋ1 

smile wɛɔ̌ 2 

smithing lɔø̀ɔ 

smoke nɔ 2 

smoke, soot ndindiʼ 
smoked shǎŋ 

smooth shəø̀həø̀nə 2 

snail tàʼ 
snake nɔɔ̂ 
snatch chwa 

sneeze chihənə 

sneeze (v) chihinə 

snore kɔɔ̌ 2 

soak chǔp 

soften ləŋ2 1 

soldier, army shɔghɛ 

sole mûkɔø̀t 
some chø 

some, other (men) pachøɔ̌ 
someone who treat sick people nchɔʼpø 

something that can be known yô tə pə yi nə 

something that can not be known yô kembə 
pə yi nə 

something that is easily known yô pə 
chwiʼɛnə nji 

something that qualifies a witch or wizard 
ngaŋmi 

sometimes, perhaps ngɛŋchøɔ̌ 
song yɔø̀p 

son-in-law ndomwə 

sorcerer (male) nəpuʼuyɛ 

sorrow (n) shɔpto 

soul ywi 2 

sound mental state tɔkɔʼkɔʼ 2 

sound mind tɔkɔʼkɔʼ 1 
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soup, broth nkimba 

sour chəhətə 

south mbɔɔ̌2 1 

sow kunɔø̀ məø̀ngwɛ 

sow, plant shǔp 

spank (child) shapɔ 

speak chɔɔ̌p1 2 

spear grass nɨ ø̓̀ ɨ 
speech, discourse chɔɔ̌p2 
spend time tǎŋ 

sperm məkwøɔ̌ 
spider tafuʼu 

spider's web lɛ ø̀plɛ ɔ̂p 

spill (moving to and from) ngəgha mbɨnəgha 
spine, backbone kwenkǔn 

spinster nkwɛø̀ 2 

spirit (of dead person) (invisible) lùu 

spit tǔ 1 

splinter, sliver (n) nwiʼi kwe 

spoil a child puhəŋ mwəɔ̂ 
spot, speckle (v) chɨ ɔ̂ 
spread (disease, fire) lǎy 

spread out (maize) (tr) shəø̀nə2 
spring nki kaʼkaʼ 
sprinkle yǎh 

spy (n) njwɛʼɛtə ̄li 
spy (v) kweʼ 
squat chichə tɔɔ̂ məø̀kɔø̀t 
squeak chɔɔ̌p1 3 

squeeze kɔɔ1 3 

squirrel mbɔø̀n 

stab (someone with knife), pierce, plant (a 
plant, v) shɔɔ̌p 1 

stagger, stumble laʼatə2 
stalk (v) nyɛʼɛtə 

stallion ləəŋ mbyɛɔ̂nəø̀ 
stamp (with feet) nɨ ø̀tə nəkɔø̀t 
stand titi 
star nəø̀shyɛ ɔ̂ŋ 

start a family tɔʼ nəpi 
steal pɛtəø̀ 
steer (v) shɨ ɔ̌t 
steer, ox naʼa mbɛtnə 

stem, stalk (of maize, millet, etc.) nkwəø̓̀ 2 
step on titito 

sticky tàtə 

sting ta2 2 

stink, smell (bad) lǔ 

stir køø̀nə 2 

stomach (internal) nəø̀pùŋ 

stomachache, upset stomach nəpuŋlonə 

stone, rock ngwəø̓̀  
stool kwəɔ̓̂  
stop thinking about something tɛh 

məkwaŋnə 

stop up kəø̀titî 
stopper, plug nchitfŋ 

storage basket for groundnut nkàa 

store up, save lɨ ɔ̌ə 1 

storm fùfùtngâʼ 
story (tale) nù 

straddle ŋaʼahə 

straight tɔɔ̂ŋ 

strain (food) (v) chɛɔ̌t1 
stranger ngâ 2 

strap (n) nəpɔʼɔ nkɨt 

strap (n)
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stretch (when action is done by yourself) fɛ ɔ̌ŋ 
string (n), rope nkɨ ɔ̌t 1 

string, thread (beads) (v) shushu 

strip off (bark) shɔɔ̌t 1 

strong ywɛtə 3 

student mwəɔ̂ shikut 
study something a second time puh njwɛʼ 
stumbling block, obstruction chit3 
stump kǔntɨ 
stupid fəɔ̌1 ; nəfəɔ̌ 
stupid person nəø̀fəɔ̌ 
stutter məməʼ 
subjects nja menu pə njwɛʼ nə 

succeed chǎt 2 

suck fɛtə 

suffer ngəʼ 1 

sugar cane shishaŋ 

suger cane drink kùnuʼ 

suicide, commit kətndiʼ 
summit, highest point ndɔŋmbat 
sun nəø̀nɔø̀ɔ 

sunset nchɔt nənɔɔ2 
sunshine nənɔɔta 

support (n) twɛø̓̀  
support (v) twɛø̓̀ ɛ1 
surround kat 1 

swallow mǐ 
swarm (n) chəø̀p 2 

swear wɛʼ1 
sweep yɨ ɔ̌ 2 

sweet potato ngwashwə 

swell kwəʼə 3 

swelling kweheŋ ; kwəʼətə 

swim pɔʼ 4 

symptom lìh ghuŋ 

T t
table tɛpɛt 
taboo nǔpɨ ɔ̂1 
tail ndùn 

take a walk ghanə1 
talk chɔɔ̌p1 2 

talk use to someone in your peer group 
chɔpmanjon 

talking drum kwɛɔ̌ŋ2 
taller, get shagha 

tangle (v) lipnə 

taste ywɛʼ 1 

tasty, sweet lɨ ɔ̌ 

tatoo wǎt 2 

tax (n) taashi 
teach, show nɛɔ̌n 

teacher chi--(chicha) 
tear (tr) shǎt 
tears (n) nkinəkɔʼ 
tell, recount (story) fɛŋ 

temperature, take someone"s mɛtəkɔpnɛn 

ten (10) nəø̀ghû2 
tendon shuutaŋ 

tendril nyɛɔ̌ 
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termite ngwəʼ 
termite hill nəngwəʼə 

testicle mbǎŋchàŋ 

tether (sheep, goats) (v) tìnə 

thank ghǔfɔ 

that (man) wìli 
then la1 
there shìhi 
they (human) po 

thief mbɛtəø̀ 
thigh nəø̀tɔø̓̀  
thing clearly tɔlâlâ 

thing, belongings yô 

think kwǎŋ 1 ; məkwaŋnə 

think again liʼ nkwaŋ 

think clearly nkwaŋ ngɛngɛn 

think well kwaŋ ngɛngɛn 

thinking before making a decision kwaŋ tɔ 
ngwa chwenə nu 

third patɛt 
thirsty, thirst ywi1 
thirteen (13) nchɔptɛt 
thirty (30) tɛtməghu 

this (man) wě 

thorn nəø̀tɔɔ̌ŋ2 
thorn-tree tɨməntɔŋ 

thought, have a kwaʼnə 

thousand (1000) taʼakiyɛ 

thread (needle) (v) ta3 
threaten ghùhəɔ̌ŋ 

three (3) tɛ ɔ̂t 
three hundred (300) tɛtnkɨt 
thresh grain pɔʼ 5 

threshing-floor ngɔø̀p2 
throat ndɛ 

throb (with pain) ghɔɔ̌n njwəø̓̀  
throw away (garbage) kwǐt 1 

throw away, throw myɛø̓̀ ɛ 

thumb mwəmbɔndɔ 

thumb piano nəlɔŋtɨ 
thunder nəø̀fàŋ 

tickle (v) nyìnə 2 

tie (knot) kɔt1 1 

tight ywɛtə 2 

tighten shìtə 2 

time ndɔø̀ŋ 

tip (of something) nchɔtlɛ 

tip over yɛʼ 
tired kaa 2 

toad nchinchɔɔ 

tobacco ndupaʼ 
tobacco pipe nəkiŋ ndupaʼ 
today shî2 
toe mwəkɔt 
tomato tumato 

tomorrow ywə 2 

tongue lɨ ɔ̂ 
tooth nəø̀shɔɔ̌ŋ 

tooth stick, toothbrush yo shɔ məshɔŋ 

toothache nəshɔŋ shaynə 

top tô2 
torch kan 

tortoise (land) kwiməø̀kà 

touch kǒ 

toward kɔnə 3 

town lìʼilɔɔ̂ 

town
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track (animal) (n) tɔɔ̂2 
track (v) tɔɔ̂3 
trader ngàaŋ məø̀taa 

traditional umbrella shutɔɔ̂ 
train of nkwaʼnə 

traitor nganəghɔ 

tramp nɨtə 

trample nwìtə 

transplant chwinə 

trap (n) nəø̀tɔɔ̂2 
traveler ngâ 3 

treat a wound chɔʼnəfɨŋ 

treating a disease chɔʼghɔn 

tree tɨ2 
tribe, clan tô1 
tribe, from another məngwɛ-tô 

tribute fɛ ɔ̂ŋ 

trickle (v), flow kɔɔ̌ 1 

trip nyaʼatə 

trousers shuʼukɔt 
trunk (of tree) kɨ ɔ̌t tɨ ɔ̂ 

trust fɔ 2 

truth fɔ 1 

try kànə 

trying to kill someone shɛŋ njwi ŋɔø̀ 
tuft, lock (of hair) ngin kɛnəkɛnə 

tumor kwə1 
turn a blind eye naa ngwah 

turn over (tr) shɨtnjiŋ 

turn round (intr) shənə nkat 
twelve (12) nchɔppɛt 
twenty (20) pɛtməghu 

twenty-five (25) pɛtməghunəpata 

twenty-four (24) pɛtməghunəpanəkwa 

twenty-one (21) pɛtməghunətɛʼɛ 

twenty-three (23) pɛtməghunəpatɛt 
twenty-two (22) pɛtməghunəpapɛt 
twin nəø̀fâ 

twins məfah 

twist nùʼùtə 

two (2) pɛɔ̂t 
two hundred (200) pɛtnkɨt 

U u
udder nəø̀pɨ ɔ̂n 2 

ugly àkapɔɔ̌ŋ 

ulcer ndunnəfɨŋ 

umbilical cord ndih nətɔŋ ; nkɨt nətɔŋ 

umbrella pǔtəø̀ 
uncicumcised child tɔø̀ɔŋ 

unconscious lɛnɛpɛ 

unconscious, being kəyɔʼliʼ 

uncover chwəʼ 
underneath nəø̀tî1 
undress shɔɔ̌t 2 

uneducated ke yi ŋwaʼanə 

unload, take out (of container) fuhunə 1 

unmarried nkwɛø̀ 3 

unpercetive ke yi lǐ pøɔ̌ 
unripe kɔɔ̂ 
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unthinking tɔ kuku 

untie, loosen kɛɔ̌h 

unwilling to learn ka kɔŋ yi nu 

unwise lɛn kwitkwit 
unwrap fě 

up nəkwì 3 

upper arm mbɔø̓̀ ɔpɔɔ̂ 

upper grinding stone mwə ngwəʼ nəghɔ 

urinate chě 

urinate, baby mwəɔ̂ chě 

urine məø̀chèe 

used up mɛɔ̌ 1 

usually ngɛnngɛn 3 

V v
vagina nun 

valley shî1 
vegetable njɔɔ̌p 

vein shǐ1 
verify naa yǎ a kɔʼ 
very early kwatɨ ɔ̌ə 

virgin, no longer being a yi ŋɔø̀mbyɛnə 

vision (supernatural) yimbi 
voice ngì 
voice box, larynx, Adam's apple chùchùt 

nde 

vomit (v) fuhunə 2 

W w
wail, ululate (at funeral) (v) fɔŋ 1 

wailing, ululation (at funeral) (n) fɔɔ̂ŋ 

waist ntəɔ̂t 
wait ywɛʼɛtə 1 

wake up (intr) lɔɔ̌lɔɔ̌ 1 

walk nǐ 1 

wall kòo 

wall of house kǒndɔɔ̂p 

wander ghanə2 
want shɛ ɔ̌ŋ 4 

wants to have sex shɛŋ nchɔŋnə 

war nchɔø̀ 

wash clothes shɔ məndwi 
wash the baby shɔh mwəɔ̂ 
wash the dead body shɔh ku 

wash utensils shɔpəkaŋ 

watch wash 

watch, look after naa 

water nkǐ 
water grass pàʼàtə 

water, dirty nkǐ-mbɨmbɨ 
water, much ndandat-nkǐ 
waterfall nəø̀fê 

waterhole nkinəpɨt2 

waterhole
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wave (hand as a greeting) (v) màʼàtə 

way of life njamənǐnə 

we (incl.) pà2 
weak ndəŋtə 

weapon, murder yoo᷆ywi-ŋɔ 

wear clothes wɛməndwi 
weave paʼ2 
weaver ntuyo 

weaver-bird ghøghɛ 

wedding (ceremony) yɨlam 

wedding gown ndwilam 

weed (v) kǔ 

weeds ngûn1 
weigh chɨ ø̓̀ ɨ2 ; fɨʼ 
weight lǐt 2 

well (n) nəpɨtnki 
west nchɔt nənɔɔ1 
wet ghɨt 2 

what? kəɔ̂ 
when? yikə 

where? həŋ 

which? wøɔ̌ 
whip (v) fp 

whisper mumble (v) chǔ 

whistle (n) njwê 

whistle (v) tɔɔŋ3 1 

white fu2 
white hair nginfu 

white man ŋɔ-mbaŋ 

who? wà 

whole mu' 
why? nɔkə 

wicked mǔmbɨ ɔ̂ 

wickerwork ləø̀ŋnəkɨ ø̀p 

wide ghɔʼ 2 

widower, widow nkuh 

wife ngwɛŋɔ 

wild cat, civet cat lǔŋ2 
willing to learn shɛŋ nji nu 

wind fùfùt 
window nchɔt windu 

wine seive(filter) kɛɔ̌ŋ 1 

wing nəø̀pɔø̀p 

wink (eye) ŋɔø̓̀ ɔ 

winnow (n) fùfù 

wipe shihəŋ 

wipe off (excreta) yɨ ɔ̌ 1 

wire nkɨ ɔ̌ttɨn 

wisdom lɛ ɔ̂n 3 

wise lɛ ɔ̂n 4 

witch (female) məngwɛ məlɨ 
witchcraft məø̀lɨ ø̀ɨ 
with, and nə 

wither (plant) chəɔ̌ŋ 

wizard ngàaŋ məø̀lɨ ø̀ɨ 
woman ŋɔməngwɛ 

woman who acts like woman ngɔt 
ŋɔø̀məngwɛ 

womb ləø̀mwəɔ̂ 
women's dance məshiŋ 2 

word nətɔchɔp 

work (n) fàʼ 
work (v), cultivate, hoe (v) fàʼa 1 

work the bellows shuhulɔɔ 

work wood (v) kɔɔ tɨ ɔ̂ 
world mbî 1 
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wound (animal) ləŋ1 
wound, sore nəø̀fɨŋ 

wrinkle (on skin) tàaŋtəø̀ 

wrist lihipɔɔ̂ 
wrong kakɔø̓̀ ɔ 

X x
x-ray machine mashinshaa pø xylophone njaŋ 1 

Y y
yam yɔʼɔshɛ 

yawn yɛh 

year ngɔɔ̓̌  
yellow kɔø̓̀ ɔkàshaŋ 

yes əə 

yesterday, tomorrow, day before yesterday, 
day after tomorrow ywə 1 

yolk (of egg) nəpopaŋ 

you (pl.) pøɔ̌ 

you (sing.) ghɔø̀ 
young baby mwəfu 

young people kɨt pø 

young woman or man mwənkɔ 

younger brother mba-njìŋməø̀-yì-mbyɛɔ̂nəø̀ 
younger sister mba-njìŋməø̀-yì-məø̀ngwɛ 

youngster kɨt-ŋɔø̀ 
your (pl) mø ; yø2 
youth kɨ ø̀tŋɔ 

youth


